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ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE TOWN OFFICERS AND
FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31
1923

TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1923-1924
Treasurer
Felix A. Bouvier
Clerk
William W. Buckley
Selectmen
Wilfred J. Lamoureiix. Frank A. Sancoucy, G. William Laughnane
0(>/ - ( rs of the Poor
Eugene Matte
Xarcisse Peloqnin
George H. Hartwell. Jr.
Assessors
William H. McGilpin
Benonie Bouchard
Philias X. Casavant
Board of Health
Philias Caron
Joseph G. E. Page. M. D.
Alfred J. Peloqnin
Term expires 1924
Term expires 1925
Term expires 1926
Term expires 1924
Term expires 1925
Term expires 1926
Term expires 1924
Term expires 1925
Term expires 1926
4Highway Surveyor
Edmond Richard
J. Arthur Genereux
Joseph V. Laug-hnane
Pierre Lafortime
Joseph V. Flood
Alfred E. Lepierre
Hector L. Peloquin
School Committee
I
Term expires 1924
Term expires 1924
Term expires 1925
Term expires 1925
Term expires 1926
Term expires 192S
Trustees Jacob Edwards Memorial Library
George Grant Francis L. Chapin
Fred E. Corbin John E. Paige
Louis 0. Rieutord E. Benjamin Armstrong
Hemy Tetreault For the Fund
For the Town
Cemetery Committee
Emery Lavallee Term expires 1924
Alva L. Hyde Term expires 1924
Daniel T. Morrill Term expires 1925
Wardwell M. Edwards Term expires 1925
Clarence F. Morse Term expires 1926
George H. HartwelL Jr. Term expires 1926
Ulric Breault
Con siables
Andrew Higgins Patrick Donnelly
5Tax Collector
Eugene E. Gabree
Planning Board
John E. Paige George Grant
Felix Gatinean Joseph E. O'Shaughnessy
Herbert E. Wells Louis 0. Rieutord
E. Benjamin Armstrong Myron B. Clemenee
Joseph A. AUard
Onesiphore Lapierre
Omer Peron
Si irt r Com m iffsioners
Term expires. 1924
Term expires 1925
Term expires 1926
Sinking Fund Cojnmissionei's
Conrad E. Maynard
Wladyslaw Kania
Peter Lacasse
Term expires 1924
Term expires 1925,
Term expires 1926
Hector M. LeClair
George Silk
William C. Lunan
Park Com m i.'isioncrs
Term expires 1924
Term expires 1925
Term expires 1926
Tree Warden
Pierre Benoit
Arthur 0. Boyer
6
Trustees of Trust Fund
Allan H. Faxon John J. Delehanty
APPOINTIVE OFFICERS
Town Counsel
William W. Buckley
Superintendent of Schools
Fred E. Corbin
Care of Town Clock
George T. Armes Marcus L. Dilaber
Found Keeper
Joseph Payant
Keeper of Lockup
Ulric Breault Assistant, Louis Peioquin
Janitor of Town Building
Victor Gaumond
Town Accountant
^'alllK)r(• P. Totreault
Cattle Inspector
AVilliam T. V. S.
Sf ifJ'/- of W' ights and Me(i>:uyis
b'olix Gatineaii
Hi gi.strars of Voters
D. Peri'v Moses Gag;non J. J. 'Shaiighnessy
William \V. Buckley, Clerk
Fire Engineers
Josepli E. Duehesneau. Chief
Louis Lamoilir John J. Hogan
George W. Laughnaiie J. Willard ClafiTlin
James C. Sangren, Superintendent of Fire Alarm
Fire Ward-en
Louis Pontbriand
George Clemence
Charles Que\411iou
Deputies
Hiliare Coiirnoyer
Henry N. Langeviu
J. Raymond Apte
Fence Vifwers
Albert J. MeKinsti'y Anhur Desauliiiers
Measure rs of
E. C. Ellis
Mederic Duhamel
Thomas Hughes
A. M. Badger
Solomon Labonte
Joseph L. Berthiaume
Charles J. Brodeur
Hector Demers
Everett M. Moi^e
^'ood and Bark
Greorge Simpson
A. J. Harvs'ood
Wardwell Edwards
Charles Normandy
Cleorge Harris
Alfred Moutigny
Ernest Lepain
Dewev Lariviere
William Flood
Field Drivers
Ernest Derosiers Stacey Cole
Thomas Troy
Louis Meunier
Felix Gatineau
Miss Margaret Butler
Louis Hem
Robert Christiansen
Narcisse Peloquin
Frank Haggerty
Marcus L. Dillaber
Thomas Nichols
Joseph D. Proulx
Napoleon Boiteau
Folice Officers
Morris Green
Alfred LangeAnn
John Farquhar, Sr.
George Larochelle
Alfred Maraud
Victor Gaumond
A. J. McKinstr>'
Joseph Payant
Edward Carey
William Douty
Arthur Brousseau
Napoleon Biron
9J. H. Montigny
Thomas Cody
John Wilson
A. D. Birtz
Geo. W. Lavallee
John Nichols
David Cloutier
Edward Grant
Wilfred Garciau
Henry Robida
Henrv Lavoie
Draper A. Story
Alonzo T. Rand
Michael Pendergrast
I. Raymond Apte
Louis Dionne
Alpha Fontaine
Justin Dentini
Richard W. Collins
Alfred Arpin
George Duprey
Andrew M. Higgins
Pierre Cormier
Alpherie Duplessis
Joseph Paquin
Patrick Donnelley
Joseph Morin
Uii'foniud Police Force
Ulric Breault. Chief
Daniel Blute
Ovilia ^lartin
Thomas Dodd
Arthur L. Murphy
Felix Lusiofnan
Soldiers' Burial Offi<:ers
George W. Corey * Emile E. LeClair George Egan
Raoul Thibeault
George N. Crane
Joseph Laughnane
E. C. Ellis
Public Weighers
Edward Jones
Everett Russell
George Harris
Charles Brousseau
10
Mederie Duh am el
Alfred McKinstry
Thomas Hiighes
Clarence Morse
) Wardwell M. Edwards
E. I. Knowles
Robert Christianson
Charles W. Johnson
Herbert R. Harris
Douglas L. West
Ernest Fiiris
William Proulx
Georg-e E. Morse
C. Russell Morse
John St. Martin
Leon Harv/ood
A. M. Badger
J. Arthur Genereux
Bazil J. Proulx, Jr.
Bert Keyes
Attendance Officer
Miss Margaret Butler
REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
For Year Ending December 31, 1923
Balance Cash on hand January 1. $92679 51
Total receipts for 1923 748362 94
$841042 45
Disbursements for 1923 828404 31
Balance cash on hand December 31, 1923 .... $12638 14
STATEMENT SOUTIIBRIDGE NATIONAL BANK
December 31, 1923
Town of Southbridge $12638 14
FELIX A. BOUVIER.
Treasurer.
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CEMETERY FUND
Balance Interest
Book No. Depository Dee. 31.1923 1923
24902 Dedham Institution for Savings $1000 00 $45 50
22841 Leominster Savings Bank 500 00 24 02
9849 iMillbiiry Savings Bank 1000 00 45 49
32073 Natick Five Cents Savings Bank . . 1000 00 45 49
153048 Springfield Institution For Savings 500 00 22 75
8465 Southbridge Savings Bank 4146 68 117 75
378 Southbridge Peoples National Bank 8094 89 338 07
3592 Southhfridge N^ational Bank 2770 11 77 27
1498 Salem Five Cents Savings Bank . . 1000 00 45 50
3791 Ware Savings Bank 1000 00 45 49
11619 Webster Five Cents Savings Bank . . 1004 25 45 68
47299 Worcester ]\lechanics Savings Bank 1000 00 45 50
55266 Worcester Peoples Savings Bank . . 1000 00 45 50
54964 Worcester Five Cents Savings Bank 1000 00 45 50
79028 Worcester Connty Institution for
Sa.\dngs 500 00 22 75
5, $1000 fK) 2nd Liberty Bonds 5000 00 212 50
Southbridge Co-Operative Bank 2000 00 9 00
3. $1000 00 Victory Bonds, Called May 1, 61 08
32515 93 $1294 84
Total Cemetery Fund Dec. 31. 1922 $30580 93
Added to Fund in 1923 1935 00
Total Cemetery Fund Dec. 31, 1923 $32515 93
FELIX A. BOUVIER,
Treasurer.
16
SINKING FUND
Balance Interest
Book No. Depository Dec. 31,1923
16257 DO D4: lO
.
34032 ioOo 1 7 7QDo /y
44901 Dedham Institution for Savings
OioDb lloZ Id oi yi
±±•±0 1 r\QQ novJ /1 7 OC
39639 Natick Five Cents Savings Bank .
.
yiro i±I -i 0(\ AO
29970 Salem Five Cents Savings Bank . IZOD OA XX 1 Q00 lo
390502 Suffolk Savings Bank 1 9ft J. ±v/ OO
21209 Southbridge Savings Bank 3941 26 1 CXloy DO
4459 S'onthbridge National Bank 352 09 Lo -tl
914 Southbridge Peoples National Bank 4677 68 185 68
42082 1075 98 46 82
21481 Webster Five Cents Savings Bank 1342 29 58 39
130170 Worcester Five Cents Savings Bank 1119 50 48 70
50139 W^orcester Peoples Savings Bank . 1363 98 59 33
73989 Worcester Mechanics Savings Bank 1033 91 44 yo
Soutlhbridge Co-Operative Bank 600 00 2 85
16, Augusta, Me., Water Bonds 16000 00 640 00
$40783 64 $1675 04
Total Sinking Fund Dec. 31, 1922, $39108 60
1675 04
Total Sinking Fund Dec. 31, 1923 $40783 64
FELIX A. BOUVIER,
Treasurer.
17
MARY MYNOTT FUND, LIBRARY
Balance Interest
Book No. D^epository Dec. 3)1,1923 1923
9529 Southbridge Savings Bank $1000 00 $45 50
BOYBR FUND, SCilOOLS
31084 South'bridge Savings Bank $249 73 $10 85
JESSE J. ANGELL FUND
3553 Southbridge Peoples National Bank .1^1089 52 $43 78
FELIX A. BOUVIER,
Treasurer.
INVENTORIES OF JANUARY 1, 1924
Totals as submitted by the following departments:
Board of Selectmen $153988 50
Police Department 1978 00
Fire Department 111341 10
Moth Department 15 00
Forest Fire Department 1229 00
Town Accountant Department 95
Sealer of Weights and Measures 1480 00
Board of Health 5200 00
Town Clerk 55 00
Town Treasurer 368 35
Overseers of the Poor 378 46
Almshouse 21800 00
Highway Department 12498 20
Cemetery Department 1364 50
Total $311791 01
FELIX A. BOUViER,
Treasurer.

REPORT OF TOWN ACCOUNTANT
To the Honorable Board (-i S<^lectmen:
Gentlemen
:
I herewith submit my annual report of financial transactions of
the town of Southbrid^e for the year ending: December 31, 1923.
The system of accountin^^ has been carried out as in the previous
years under the direction of the Division of Accounts, Department
of Corporations and Taxation.
You will notice by The ]>alance sheet that I have set up the ac-
rt.unts receivable frc-m the various departments, and I am having
printed at the present time special triplicate forms for every depart-
ment to use whenever a bill is rendered, one of these is to be re-
tained by the department who rendered same, one is the bill and the
other to come to my department. In former years I have asked the
department to have all bills contracted in the name of the Town of
Souhbridge and not to Chairman or Clerk of Boards or Committees,
this year if any such bills are presented to me 1 will hold them and
request that a proper bill is rendered before I list same on the war-
rant for payment.
In closing I wish to extend my sincere thanks to our various
town departments for their hearty co-operation and assistance
rendered during the year.
Respectfully,
VALMORE P. TETREAULT,
Accountant.
20
GENERAL REVENUE
Taxes
:
Current year $287852 36
Previous years 40545 77
Corporation Tax 36870 47
National Bank Tax 4551 88
Income Tax 12258 25
Income Tax, general schools 8262 50
Street Railway Tax 69 70
Civilian War Poll Tax 1281 00
Total Taxes $391691 93
Licenses and Permits:
Junk $15 00
Pedlars : 180 00
Sunday 267 00
Pool and Billiards 172 50
mik 36 50
All others 134 50
Total for Licenses and Permits 800 50
Fines and Forfeits:
Court fines 2S3 00
Grants and Gifts:
Dog Licenses 986 58
Special Assessments:
Unapportioned Sewers 4393 86
Apportioned Sewers 739 99
Sidewalk 219 80
Total Assessment $5353 65
21
Oominercial Revenue Departmental:
Collector $12 26
Town Hall, rent 587 00
Total General Government $599 26
PROTECTION OF PERSONS ANT) PROPERTY
Police Department:
Transportation $80 00
Damagre to lantern 1 75
Total Police Department $81 75
Fire Department:
Rent $600 00
Service rendered other town 10 00
All othei-s 95 50
Total Fire Department $705 50
Sealer of Weights and Measures $163 25
Forest Fire $2 10
Health'and Sanitation
:
Contagious Diseases $175 00
Ambulance 619 50
Division of Sanitoria 517 14
Total Health and Sanitation $1311 64
CHARITIES
Almshouse
:
Sale of horse \ $50 00
22
Outside Relief:
Individuals 230 00
Cities and Towns 117 62
From State 1193 40
Mothers' Aid:
Individuals 40 00
From State 2119 29
Total Charities $3750 31
Soldiers' Benefits:
State Aid $930 00
Military Aid 142 50
Total Soldiers' Benefit $1072 50
Schools
:
Tuition State Wards $10570 39
Other Tuition 3461 73
Sale of Books and Supplies 25 06
All others (car tickets) 97 04
Total Schools $14154 22
Libraries
:
Fines $290 03
Playgrounds •
Damage to property 30
Tailings $25 35
Cemetery
:
Care of Graves $13 00
Opening Graves 223 60
Total Cemetery $236 CO
The following should bo inserted on Panfe 23, following tlie total
of Revenue Accounts.
PAYMENTS
General Gdvprnment :
Legislative
:
Moderator $30 00
Selectmen :
Salaries $1100 00
Clerk's salary 300 00
Stationery and Postage 28 86
Printing and Advertising 283 70
Carfare, teams, etc 32 00
Telephone 76 10
Street signs 107 59
Dog otficer 21 50
All others 29 34
Total Selectmen $1978 09

23
Interest
:
Deposit 4'2:U 67
Taxes 1755 12
Sewer Assessments llo 18
Sinking Fund 00
Mynott Fund 45 50
Cemetery Trust Fund 1295 34
Total Interest $8082 81
Debts
:
Anticipation of Revenue $250000 00
Vocational School Building: 10000 00
Total Debts $260000 00
Agency
:
State and Non-resident Bank Tax $898:n 54
Tax Collected for County 15929 00
Auditing Municipal Accounts 5:^4 41
Total Agency $56294 95
Trust Funds:
Cemetery- $1900 00
Total Receipts $747786 23
Cash on hand January 1, 1928 $92679 51
$840465 74
Accountant
:
Salary $1500 00
Stationery and Postage 9 32
Printing and Advertising 70 50
24
All others 16 50
Total Accountant $1596 32
Treasurer
:
Salar>^ $1000 00
Clerk 300 00
Stationery and Postage 69 18
Telephone 27 00
Certifying- notes . . . 38 00
Bond and Pay Roll Insurance 160 00
Check Writer 35 00
All others 9 26
Total Treasurer $1638 44
Collector
:
Salary 1919. 1920, 1921. 1922 $440 00
Salary on account 1923 560 00
Clerk 325 00
Stationery and Postage : 250 61
Printing and Advertising 145 48
Telephone 33 05
Bond 200 00
All others 1265 00
Total Collector $1966 79
Assessors
:
Salaries $2600 00
Office help 108 70
Interpreters 13 50
Stationery and Postage 35 21
Printing and Advertising 1005 99
Carfare, teams, etc 110 00
25
Telephone 37 45
Abstracts of Deeds 82 85
All others 15 00
Total Assessors $4008 70
Town Clerk:
Recording Fees $650 00
Clerk hire 400 00
Stationery and Posta^re 35 53
Printing and Advertising- 88 75
Telephone 19 25
Bond 5 00
Total Town Clerk $1198 53^
Law
:
Town Connsel, salary $600 00
Election and Registration:
Registrars ' * salary $120 00
Election Officers 380 50
Printing and Advertising 520 65
Meals 170 00
Total Election and Registration $1191 15
Town Hall
:
Janitor's Salary $1300 00'_
Helpers 75 00
Fuel 711 93
Lights 238 43
Janitor's Supplies 83 61
Repairs 980 24
Water Supply 47 28
26
Decoration of Town Hall July 4 50 00
New Fiiniiture 41 00
All others 68 28
Total Town Hall $3595 77
Less rent from School Department .... 600 00
$2995 77
PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY
Police Department:
Salaries
:
Chief $1899 56
Patrolmen 18818 39
Specials 46 50
$20764 45
Equipment and Repairs:
Equipment for men
^
24 51
Touring car 1600 00
Maintenance of Touring- car and
garage 348 18
$1972 69
Puel and Light:
Fuel $139 43
Light 110 33
$249 76
Maintenance of Building:
Repairs $29 31
Janitor 's supplies 68 85
27
All others 25 51
$123 67
Other Expenses:
Stationer}^ Printing and
Postage 52 32
Telephone 124 69
Telephone signal 537 71
Bent 660 00
Transportation and Care of ...
Prisoners 265 78
Team hire 117 75
All others 129 76
$1888 01
Total Police Department . . . $24998 58
Fire Department
:
Salaries
:
Chief 2299 96
Engineers 725 00
Permanent men 9483 50
Call men 3232 85
Superintendent of Fire
Alarms 300 00
$16041 31
Horse Hire 152 50
Oil and Gasoline 175 40
$327 90
Equipment and Repairs:
Apparatus $690 36
28
Hose 250 00
Equipment for men 84 19
Alarm Boxes, etc 599 82
All others 29 37
$1653 74
Hydrant Service:
Water 6763 75
Fuel and Light:
Fuel $366 05
Light 212 88
$578 93
Maintenance of Building
Repairs $237 58
Furniture and Furnishing .... 46 95
Laundry Work 14 25
All others 129 11
$427 89
Other Expenses
:
Stationery, Printing and
Postage $17 91
Telephone 137 00
$154 91
Total Fire Department $25948 43
Tree Warden:
Labor $18 00
Storage of Spraying Machine 48 00
Teams 18 00
Total Tree Warden $84 00
29
Forest Fires:
Warden $200 00
Fighting: Fires 91 40
Apparatus Supply oO 50
(Jasoline 14 50
Total Forest Fires $336 40
dealer of Weights and Measures
Salary $750 00
Stationery and Postage 13 35
Printing and Advertising 35 40
Carfare, teams, etc 142 34
Weights and Measures 33 71
Insurance 2i> 20
Total Sealer Weights and Measures... $1000 00
JMoth Extermination
:
Superintendent $190 50
Ijaboi* 374 21
Tools 29 29
Supplies 6 00
Total Moth Extermination $600 00
Protection of Persons and
Property
:
Persons $175 00
HEALTH AND SANITATION
Health
:
General Administration
:
Salary of Board $300 00
Agent 500 00
30
Stationery and Postage 17 35
Printing and Advertising 48 23
All others 49 30
Quarintine and Contagious
Diseases
:
Board and Treatment $128 64
Medical Attendance 64 00
Groceries and Provisions 195 37
Cities and Towns 230 49
Tuberculosis
:
Board and Treatment ... $2091 53
Dispensary 200 00
All others 9 00
Vital Statistics:
Births $74 50
Deaths 36 50
Inspection School Children:
Salary of Physicians $700 00
Expenses 12 25
$914 88
$618 50
$2300 53
$111 00
$712 25
Animals
:
Salary $300 00
31
p]xpenses 6 50
i^:m 50
IMeat and Provisions
:
Salary -1^00 00
Expenses 120 25
$520 25
Plumbing Inspector $900 00
Milk Inspector $100 00
Public Health Nurse:
Salary $1500 00
Refuse and Garbage
:
Labor $2080 00
Two Garbage \Yagf)ns 625 00
All others 106 41
$2811 41
Total Health Department.. $10795 32
SEWER MAINTENANCE
Administration
:
Board salary $300 00
Superintendent 1375 00
1675 00
General
:
Labor $399 31
Tools and equipment 225 75
32
Pipes and fittings 181 48
806 54
Total Sewers $2481 d4
Oeneral Cleaning:
Labor $4249 69
Teams 1227 87
Truck hire 240 63
Tarvia 13 2o
Supplies loo 91
Tools 244 51
Gas and oil 80 40
All others 57 00
Total General Cleaning $6369 26
HIGHWAYS
Bridges
:
Labor $755 61
Teams 15 00
Lumber and material 723 11
Tools 11 28
Steel stringers 795 00
$2300 00
Oeneral Administration
:
Highway surveyor $1500 00
Clerk 300 00
Telephone 18 00
$1818 00
33
General Maintenance:
Labor ^-VMl 00
Teams 141!) 60
Broken stone, gravel, etc -477 46
E(iiii{>ment and re^^airs -^'^S 18
Tnick hire 2921 88
Oil and iras 167 02
One Ford truck 800 00
All others 131 86
$0633 00
Snow and Ice
:
Labor $2782 00
Teams 802 88
Truck hire 141 25
$3726 13
Sidewalk Repairs
La'bor $2416 61
Teams 584 06
Materials 1956 65
Tools and equipment 518 09
$5475 41
Permanent Roads
Labor $3024 52
Teams
^.
.
. . 971 26
Truck hire 515 63
Tarvia 2004 38
Equipment and repairs 404 62
Gas and supply 136 89
:\[aterials 2677 80
34
Coal for steam roller 83 01
All others 5 50
$9861 61
failings
Labor $247 60
Materials 165 52
Tool ret)airs 10 25
$423 37
Oiling' streets
Contract $1939 30
Total ^^ioh^vayR $32876 5"
Street ligMs :
Contract $13975 9
CHARITIES
General Administration :
Salaries $700 00
Clerk hire 294 00
Printing, stationery and postage 43 35
Telephone 92 00
All others 123 25
$1252 60
Outside Poor
:
Groceries $7337 07
Coal and wood 1352 95
Board and care 5956 48
Medicine and medical attendance 833 30
State institutions 530 29
35
Rent 1222 75
Burials, doth in & a ll others . . 502 13
$17734 97
Relief by Cities and Towns:
Cities 46o ^7
Towiis 509 22
$972 09
Motliers" Aid:
By Town $5558 60
Other Cities and Towns 525 00
$6083 60
Almshouse
:
Superiutendeii: $1800 00
Groceries and provisions 1872 66
Dry £roods and elothins^ 24-3 72
Buildings 370 71
Fuel and lights 1105 33
Hay and grain 116 96
Gasoline and oil 99 41
All others 278 32
$5887 11
Total Charities $31931 37
Soldiers' Benefit
State aid $798 00
Military aid 437 50
Soldiers* burials 60 00
$1295 50
36
Soldiers' Relief •
Fuel $338 15
Groceries and provisions 370 00
Cash and rent 1335 65
Medicine & medical attendance 219 35
$2263 15
Total Soldiers' Benefit $3558 65
SCHOOLS
Administration
:
.Salary of Superintendent $3500 00
Compensation and insurance . . . 128 16
Truant Officer 264 91
Stationery, printing and postage 240 12
Telephone 1206 56
Traveling expenses 110 96
School censors 52 52
^
Auto hire ' 297 00
Clerk hire 720 00
All others 106 14
$5626 3-
Teachers' Salary:
High $13011 00
Elementary 50954 60
Evening 2209 00
Americanization 1150 00
Continuation 6776 00
Vocational 12286 82
$86387 42
37
Text Books and Supplies:
High:
Books $777 41
All other school supplies 666 14
$1443 55
Elementary
:
Books $2478 39
All other school supplies 1611 83
$4090 12
Evening
:
Books $51 65
All other school supplies 44 89
$96 54
Continuation:
Books $126 35
All other school supplies 365 80
$492 15
Vocational
:
Books $^105 27
All other >chool supplies 371 18
$176 45
Tuition
:
Elementary $414 88
Transportation
:
Elementary $1646 80
Janitor Services:
High $1832 59)
38
^Elementary 3875 01
60
Fuel and Light:
Hig-h $1177 00
Elementary $4200 29
$5377 29
]VIaintenance of Buildings and Grounds :
High:
Repa^irs $1248 35
Janitor supplies Ill 15
All others 455 88
$1815 38
Elementary
Repairs $1730 50
Janitor's supplies 135 13
All others 541 71
$2407 34
Continuation
:
Repairs $^595 86
Supplies 811 73
$1107 59
Vocational
:
Repairs $651 27
All others 1449 38
$2100 65
39
Furniture ;ind Furnishings:
Iliiili $91^ 47
Klcnieiitary
Diplomas and Graduation exei
cises
^MiNcellaneoiis printing-
All other Sciiool expenses . . . .
Rent to Town Hall :
Vocational ji?o64 44
Continuation 235 56
$600 00
Total Schools $122391 35
LIBRARY
Salaries
:
Librarian $1500 00
Assistants 13S() 73
Janitor 1300 00
$41 {s6 73
Books, periodicals:
Books $1079 53
Periodicals 55 25
$1134 78
$2353 03
$23 25
$190 44
$35 40
Bindinu-
:
Books $692 26
40
Periodicals 3 45
Fuel and Light
:
Fuel $671 50
iLio-ht 210 32
$695 71
$881 82
Building
:
Repairs $60 16
Furniture and Furnishing 18 80
All others 06 00
$174 96
Other Ex'penses
:
Stationery, printing and adver-
tising ' $216 19
Telephone 35 00
$251 19
:\Ivnott Fund Books $5 00
Total Library $7330 19
PLAYGROUNDS AND" BATH HOUSES
Instructors $1317 99
Labor 72 43
Supplies and apparatus 625 13
Sand 60 00
Automobile hire 55 00
41
Repairs 321 75
All others Ill 44
$2563 74
UNCLASSIFIED
Am))iilaiiee
:
Meals .1^28 40
Gas and oil 122 35
Supplies 125 63
Laundry i3 94
Repairs 105 44
$385 74
Annual Reports ^612 88
1922 Onstanding bills $370 89
Hiker Memorial:
Monument J::4-285 38
Automobile hire 78 00
Gradin^r of lot and- curve 225 00
Printinor 83 78
Decorations 130 99
Meals 263 63
Music 245 00
Labor 52 00
All others 82 25
$5446 OZ
Band Concerts:
Music $350 Oa
Coporation Taxes paid to state $8 14
42
1922 Taxes and overpayment $5 00
Memorial Day
:
G. A. R $200 00
S. W. A 100 00
American Legion 150 00
$^50 00
'Care of Town Clock $50 00
Beacon Lights:
Beacons $613 46
"Water and ice supply:
Labor $28 65
Drinking fountains 300 00
Ice 363 80
Repairs 18 04
Bubblers 18 00
$728 49
Insurance:
Schools $2555 52
Town Hall 423 79
Liability 532 54
Library 230 00
Boilers 103 27
Almshouse 189 22
Fire department 156 88
Police station 148 50
Ambulance 27 50
Burglar Insurance 24 85
$4392 07
43
Cemeter}' :
Superintendent 00
Teams 125 00
Labor .-. . . 2840 o3
$2715 5:^
Otlier expenses
:
Shrubs, etc $152 S3
]\rarkers H8 70
Tools 36 50
Water supply . . 6 00
All others IG 51
$280 63
Total Cemetery $2996 16
• INTEREST
Temporary Loans:
Anticipation of Revenue $6054 55
General Loans
:
Serwers $2345 00
Higrhway 2911 32
Schools 8066 75
$13323 07
Total Interest $19377 62
DEBT
Temporary Loans:
Anticipation of revenue $290000 00
Kjeneral Loans
Sewers $2000 00
44
Higiliway 9260 00
Schools 12600 00
$23860 00
Total Indebtedness $313860 00'
AGENCY
State and non-resident bank
tax .$39487 21
Collected for County 15929 00
Anditinjor Municipal accounts .. 534 31
State higliAvay tax 344 33
$56294 95
Sinking Fund
:
Interest deposited $640 00
Cemetery perpetual fund 1935 00
$2575 00
Total Agency •. ' 95.
OUTLAYS
Dresser St. Playground:
Labor, contract $1607 75
Pipes 424 67
Labor 461 44
All others 6 00
$2499 86
Main St. Sidewalk:
Survey $103 50
Contract 2376 00
Expense in joints and cur'b box 208 95
45
Land damag-e 4303 93
All others 7 62
$7000 00
limine St. Sidewalks:
Contract $1950 00
Ooddard St. Sidewalk
:
Labor $428 00
Teams 52 50
Materials 424 30
Stirvey 18 00
All others 14 00
$936 80
Dental (linies
:
Equipment $1001 74
Supplies 49 41
Dentists' salary 144 00
All otliers 4 63
$1199 78
Police Station Building*:
C(mtract $19884 00
Extra labor 185 31
All others 3 60
20072 91
Vocational School Building: •
Architects $2313 92
Contract 5G533 ^1
Grading 8790 00
46
Inspections 1920 00
New equipment 2664 21
Extra Labor 370 92
Furniture 265 50
All others 221 56
Total Vocational School Building $73079 72
Police Station Plan
Taxi $8 00
River St. School
:
Architect $1157 76
Labor 22 65
$1180 41
West St. Sewer
Plans $10 50
Labor 75 40
Contract 546 00
Pipes and manhole 95 67
.
$727 5T
Dupaul, Franklin and Curtis Sts. Sewers
Plans $25 00
Labor 205 20
Pipes and manholes 391 24
Contract 19U0 00
$2521 44
Oliver St. Sewer
Plans 25 00
La>bor ' 76 55
47
Pipes'
Contract
All others
(iardiier St. Sewer:
Labor ,
Manhole and Pipes
Contract
All others
Total Payments
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1923
216 10
10 00
r)0
308 17
360 00
5 00
$1018 30,
.$722 07
$827827 60
$12638 U
$840465 71
OL TSTANDING PILLS
The folloAving- are the outstandin"- bills as
of December 31, 1923. which the department
heads have expended in excess of their
appropriations
:
Schools, 1922 and 1923
Hiofhwav
$36 23
209 67
$245 90
VALMORE P. TETREAULT,
Accountant.

APPROPRIATIONS
"s
^ " '^"^> ^ '-^
°
i ^ S ^Itf S la 3 °Z
ce >- a o X ggo aja)
m H <i) H tJHS H Hi; H mo
• $50.00 $50.00 $20.00 $30.00 $50.00
2,500.00 2,500.00 521.91 1,978.09 2,500.00
Accountant 1,650.00 1,650.00 56.68 1,596.32 1,650.00
1,650.00 1,650.00 11.56 1,638.44 1,650.00
2,100.00 2,100.00 133.21 1,966.79 2,100.00
4,200.00 4,200.00 191.30 4,008.70 4,200.00
Town Clerk 1,200.00 1,200.00 1.47 1,198.53 1,200.00
600.00 600.00 600.00 600.00
Election and Registration . . 1,500.00 1.500.00 308.85 1,191.15 1,500.00
$ 60 00 Q Ann fi n o a fx a n n 423.00 3 5 95 7 7 o R A n n no, u u .u u
Police Department 25,000.00 25,000.00 1.42 24,998.58 25,000.00
25,948.50 25,948.50 .07 25,948.43 25,948.50
Forest Fire 800.00 800.00 463.60 336.40 800.00
Tree Warden 300.00 300.00 216.00 84.00 300.00
600.00 600.00 600.00 600.00
Sealer of Weights and Meas. 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Damage to persons and
property 500.00 500.00 325.00 175.00 500.00
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Board of Health 10,100.00 10,100.00 16.93 10,083.07 10,100.00
3,000.00 3,000.00 518.46 2,481.54 3,000.00
General Cleaning 6,400.00 6,400.00 30.74 6,309.26 6,400.00
2,300.00 2,300.00 2,300.00 2,300.00
177.13 15,000.00 15,177.13 15,177.13 15,177.13
5,500.00 5.500.00 24.59 5,477.41 5,500.00
2,000.00 2,000.00 60.70 1,939.30 2,000.00
Maintenance of Permanent
^"^'^^ 10 000 00 , 9 8 61 61 10 000 00
Railings 500.00 500.00 76.63 423.37 500.00
Street Lights 14,000.00 14,000.00 24.02 13,979.98 14,000.00
Outside Poor 20,000.00 20,000.00 53.34 19,946.66 20,000.00
Mothers' Aid 8,000.00 8,000.00 1,902.40 6,097.60 8,000.00
6,000.00 6,000.00 112.89 5,887.11 6,000.00
Soldiers' Relief 3,000.00 3,000.00 736.85 2,263.15 3,000.00
State Aid 798.00 798.00 798.00 798.00
Military Aid 137.50 300.00 437.50 437.50 437.50
Soldiers Burial 100.00 100.00 40.00 60.00 100.00
130.00 123,000.00 123,130.00 26.40 123,103.60 123,130.00
25.19 7,300.00 7,325.19 7,325.19
Mynott Fund $31.98 20.31 52.29 5.00 52.27 $47.29
397.35 4,000.00 4.397.35 5.28 4,392.07 4,397.35
Ambulance 500.00 50 0.00 114.26 385.74 500.00
Annual Reports 612.88 612.88 612.88 612.88
Band Concerts 350.00 350.00 350.00 350.00
Care of Town Clock 5.00 50.00 50.00 50.00
Memorial Day 450.00 450.00 450.00 450.00
Water and Ice Supply .... 750.00 7 5 0.00 21.51 728.49 750.00
Playgrounds 2,700.00 2,700.00 126.36 2,563.74 2,700.00
Beacon Lights 613.46 613.46 613.46 613.46
Police Station Plans 443.75 443.75 435.75 8.00 443.75
Hiker Memorial 5,500.00 5,500.00 53.97 5,446.03 5,500.00
Oliver Street Sewer 1,018.30 1,018.30 1,018.30 1,018.30
Pine Street Sidewalk 2,200.00 2,200.00 250.00 1,950.00 2,200.00
Main Street Sidewalk 7.000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00
Goddard Street Sidewalk
. . 1,200.00 1,200.00 263.20 936.80 1,200.00
Dresser Street Playground . 2,500.00 2.500.00 .14 2,499.86 2,500.00
1922 Outstanding Bills .... 370.89 370.89 370.89 370.89
Dental Clinic 1,200.00 1,200.00 .22 1,199.78 1,200.00
Vocational School Building. 57,587.64 15,500.00 7,;, 077. 64 7.92 73,079.72 73,087.64
Gardner Street Sewer 722.67 722.67 722.67 722.67
West Street Sewer 727.57 727.57 727.57 727.57
Dupual, Franklin and Curtis
2,521.44Streets. Sewer 2521.44 2,521.44 2,521.44
Cemetery 1,296.16 1,700.00 2,996.16 2,996.16 2,996.16
Interest 20,250.00 20,250.00 872.38 19,377.62 20,250.00
Maturing Debt 23,860.00 23,860.00 23,860.00 23,860.00
40,819 59River Street School 10,000.00 32,000.00 42,000.00 1,180.41
36,500.00 36,500.00 20,072.91
12.66
16,427.09
Lebanon Brook Bridge .... 12.66 12.66 12.66
North Woodstock Road . . . 50.14 50.14 50.14 50.14
VALMORE P. TETREAULT,
Accountant.
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REPORT OF SELECTMEN
The Board of Selectmen submit the following report for the
year ending December 31, 1923.
The year has been a very busy one and large undertakings
have been begun and some completed.
The Vocational Sch(»ol Building at the corner of Main and
Pine street has been completed and occupied on September 1, 1923
and stands a credit to the already fine set of buildings in that
section. The River Street School Building- is in process of con-
struction and when completed will serve that section of the tOAvn
for many years.
At the opening of the Vocational buildintr ^the Main Street
Sehool Building was turned over to the Board of Selectmen, and
now a modern Police Station, with an emergency room, and a court
room is almost completed. This will give the town and county
a building needed for many years for these departments. Due to
increased traffic and e>ipecially to the increased number of auto-
mobiles we believe as our Chief of Police Ulric Breault does that for
safety and for maintenance of law and order especially on our high-
ways, that we should have a motorcycle officer on the department.
The efficiency of the department is very commendable and all that
can 'be done to assist the chief and his officers to protect life and
limb should be encouraged.
The Finance Committee last year thought it wise not to con-
struct any new permament roads due to the fact that we were
building school buildings, but the Board feels that we should again
this year continue the good road work started a few years ago
and would recommend that the town follow the recommendation of
the Special Committee which has made a thorough survey of road
conditions, rendering generously of their time and thought, with
the result that this Committee has given the town a lengthy, yet
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comprehensive, intelligent and valuable report (>f th^ con-
ditions of our highways as they now exist.
The contract with the Webster & ^^outhbridgre Gas & Electric
Co., was renewed for ten more year^, and although not able to
obtain a very great reduction, still we were fortunate enough to
get a small reduction on our arc lights on Main street and further
more were pleased not to be obliged to stand any increase. With
the termination ,of our contract with the Gas & Electric Co., came
the discontinuance of the fire alarm whistle, but due to the cour-
tesy and kindness of the American Optical Co., we were able to
install the same at the Lensdale factory of that company, for which
we are very thankful, and would at this time, in the name of the
citizens of Southbridge thank the above named company for their
kindness and generosity, for it was a great saving to our town.
We recommend the establishment of an Engineering Depart-
ment for the town at the next annual meeting not only for econ-
omy but that it Avould be a step in the right direction for the
coming years.
We must again this year repeat what we said last year in our
report about our Fire Department, and that is that it deserves
great credit for its efficiency, and that the appointment of our Chief
Joseph E. Ducheneau as Forest Warden is also to be highly com-
mended.
^
The erection of the Camp Ponce Memorial is not only a credit
to our dead heroes and those who are living, but also a great credit
to our community.
We recommend that some action be taken to make the corner
at Worcester and Charlton streets more safe for traffic, by in-
stalling a beacon or taking away some of the hill on the inside of
the curve so that drivers of motor cars can see people and machines
approaching from the opposite direction.
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The aim of the Board is like in former years for efficiency,
economy and lower taxes, and wonUl remind our constituency that
high taxation even if levied upon an economic basis, effects the
prosperity of our community, because in its ultimate analysis the
burden of all taxes rests only in part upon the individual prop-
erty taxed. High taxation means a high price level and high
cost of living.
W. J. LAMOUREUX.
F. A. SANSOUCY.
G. W. LAUGHXAXE.
Selectmen.

REPORT OF FIRE ENGINEERS
In accordance witli law and custom Ave submit the following re-
port for the year ending December 31, 1923. With the names of
members in the fire department. Inventory number of fires we re-
>?]Donded to. Value of property where losses occurred. Dates and
location of fires, and recommendations we believe is for the best in-
terest of the fire department. Our balance from 1923 was 7 cents.
ROLL CALL
Joseph E. Duclieneau, Chief
Georire W. Laughnane
Louis Lamothe
Willard J. Claflin
John J. Hogan. Clerk
PERMANENT MEX
Henry Lavoie
Govan J. Wright
Oswald Meunier
George Lamothe
George M. Lavallee
Ralph H. Lavers
HOSE CO. Xo. 1
Isadore Duclieneau. Capt.
Henry Desaulniers. Lieut.
Alfred Langevin
Arthur Durocber
Michael Maloney /
Joseph Ford
Hermistas Belanger
Victor Tavernier
Trenon Lamothe
Paul Fontaine
Archile Langevin. Substitute
Elizear Proulx
Henry Desourdv
HO<JK AXD LADDER CO. XO. 1
Joseph Lucier. Capt.
John B. Casavant. Lieut.
Leo Brodeur
Felix Lavalee
58
Leandre Coiitre Is^adore Lafleche
Phillias Dufault George Jolly
Arthur Fontaine Joseph Brouillett
HOSE C'O. NO. 2
Paul Potvin. Capt. Oriuene Paul
Louis E. Farland. Lieut. Charles Rielly
Paul Degreuier Telesphore Leduc
Frederick Lavalee Napoleon Lavalee
Eniile Lariviere
ELECTRICIAN
James C. SangTen
INVENTORY
Fire Stations $65,000 00
Fire Fig-hting Apparatus 28,700 00
Fire Department Supplies 8,720 00
Gamewell Fire Alarm System
,
7,315 00
House Furniture and Furnishings 1,847 10
Miscellanieous ^ 259 00
NUMBER OF ALAR:\lS
We responded to 163 alarms. 20 Whistle and 143 Stills.
Value of Buildings $662,710 00
Loss on Buildings 32,487 50
Insurance on Buildings 218,300 00
Insurance Paid on Buildings 31.972 50
Value of Contents 440,451 00
Loss on Contents 22,501 80
Insurance on Contents 125,151 00
Insurance Paid on Contents 22,084 80
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J
DATES OF FIRES AND LOCATIOXS
January 18th, 1923—Still alarm, 11:05 a. m. I)w('J]iii«i-, .ll'Plimp-
ton street. Owned b}' Pierre Benoit. Cause, thawini:- pipes. Insured.
January 24th—Still alarm, 7:l:0 a. m. DwelliuL!. IS Glover
street. Owned by Annable Allard. Cause, overheated stove. In-
sured.
January 31st—^Box 32, 8 :55 a. m. Dwelling, 44 Hamilton street^
Owned by Zenon Martel. Cause, overiieated furnace. Insured.
February 6—Still alarm, 8:4.") p. m. Dwellinpr. 12r) Hamilton
street. Owned by Amadie Leblane. Cause, chimney. Insured.
February 11—Box 32, 12:20 a. m. 00 Hamilton street. Store
and dwelling. Owned by J. J. Delchanty. Cause, defective wiring-
Insnred.
February 14—Still alarm, 3:03 p. m. Brick business block. 76
Main street. Owned by Eagles' Association. Cause, cigarette.
Insured.
February 22—Still alarm, 7 :V) a. m. Dwelling, 3l Chestnut
street. Owned by Cheney- Estate. Cause, chimney. Insured.
February 23—Still alarm, 3:15 p. m. Dwelling, 30 Charlton
street. Owned by Felix Hamel. Cause, thawing pipes. Insured.
March 3—Box 26, 12:20 p. m. Dwelling, 40 Milk street. Owned
by Fabien Brodeur. Cause, chimney. Insured.
March 20—Box 34, 5:15 ]). m. Dwelling, 20 Central street.
Owned by Cheney Estate. Cause, kerosene stove. Insured.
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Mai-ch 29—^Box 32, 7:40 a. m. Fruit store, 80 Hamilton street.
Owned by Rose Simpson. Cause, overheated chimney. Insured.
March 31—Still alarm, 12M p. m. Dwelling", 24 Central street.
Owned by John Halpin. Cause, overheated chimney. Insured.
April 5th—Box 46, 1 :21 p. m. Dwelling-, 2^^ Lens street.
Owned by Joseph Therrien. Cause, unknown. Insured.
April lOtli—Box 25, 10:55 p. m. Stores and dwelling, 144 Ham-
ilton street. Own^d by Noe Ethier. Cause, defective wiring.
Insured.
April 14th^—Still alarm, 2:58 p. m. Dwelling, 24 Plimpton
street. Owned by Phillip Lamereaux. Cause, spark from chimney.
Insured.
April 15th—Box 39, 12 :15 p. m. Dwelling, 31 Hartwell street.
Owned by Mrs. H. Cutting. Cause, spark from chimney. Insured.
.June 17th—Box 47, 5:16 p. m. Bakery, 221/^ Worcester street.
Owned by Edward Demais. Cause, overheated oven. Insured.
June 22d—Box 48, 5 :40 a. m. Dwelling, Charlton streei^ Owned
by William Caniere. Cause. s})ontaneous combustion. Insured.
June 26th—Still alarm. 9 :20 a. m. Dwelling, 32 Crystal street.
Owned by James Talligana. Cause, spontaneous combustion.
Insured.
July 11th—Box 45, 1 :28 p. m. Stores and dwelling. 61 Mechanic
street. Owned by Ralph Bobbins. Cause, cigarette. Insured.
July 20th—Box 52, 10:07 a. m. Dwelling, 42 Morris street.
Owned by Union Brothers. Cause, boys playing with matches..
Insured.
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July 21st—Still alarm, 12 :30 p. m. Dwelliuir, brick row.
Owned by Hamilton Woolen Co. Cause, kerosene stove. Insured.
July 29th—Box 71, 3 :16 a. m. Boiler house off Mechanic street.
()wned by American Optical Co. Cause, unknown. Insured.
August 7th—Box 31, 11:21 p. m. Stores and tenements. Owne^J
by Ernest Gay. Cause, cigarette. Insured.
Auo'ust 7th—Box 31, 11 :21 p.. m. Stable off Central street.
Owned by ^lary Thimi)liss. Cause, ciearette. Insured.
Au.eust 21th—Box 29, 6:22 p. m. Barn, Piske street. Owned
l"»y Austard Asselin. Cause, boys playing with matches.
October 9th—^Still alarm, 10:20 a. m. Dwellino', corner Main
;ind ITinh streets. Owned by Hamilton Woolen Co, Cause, spark
from furnace. Insured.
November 3rd—Box 15, 8:17 p. m. Store, Thomas street. Owned
by Mrs. Alexis Donais. Cause, cigarette. Insured.
November 11th—Still alarm., 1 :20 p. m. Store and dwelling, 60
Hamilton street. Owned by J. J. Delehanty. Cause, spark from
blowei\ Insured.
November 21st—Still alarm. Dwelling. 17 Everett street. Ov. ned
by Alfred Peloquin. Cause, looking for gas leak with matches. Insured.
November 2Sth—Still alarm, 9 :2o a. m. Dwelling, 25 Cross
street. Owned by J. B. Proulx. Cause, defective chimney. Insured.
December 7th—Box 72, 9 :50 a. m. Factory off East Main street.
Owned by American Optical Co. Cause, spark from emery wheel
igniting gasolene.
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December 12th—Box 34, 1 :50 p. m. Barn, Clemence Hill.
Owned by George Clemence. Cause, spontaneous combustion.
Insured.
December 12tli—Box 34, 1 :50 p. m. Dwelling, Clemence Hill.
Owned by George Clemence. Cause, sparks from barn. Insured.
December 18th—Still alarm. Store and dwelling, 16 Pine street.
Owned by Pierre Allard. Cause, defective stove pip^. Insured.
December 31st—Still alarm, 1 :30 a. m. Store and dwelling, 4
East Main street. Owned by Southern New England Railroad.
Cause, spontaneous combustion. Insured.
In concluding our report for this year we say that our experi-
ence in the past warrants us in recommending the purchase of a
small Triple Combination Pump. This will fill a long felt want in
the department as we are handicapped when called to fires in the
out-lying districts where the water supply is limited, and where we
have to go onto soft soil. Then, again, the danger of an accident
or breaking parts is always with us and should anything happen
that would put our big pump out of working order we would be at
a great disadvantage, and perhaps regret we were not better pre-
pared. We also recommend six or seven new hydrants. We realize
the Town is growing and new buildings are constantly going up and.
this supply must be kept up.
We recommend an appropriation of $25,906.00 for the ensuing
year.
We thank tlie people of the Town for their loyal support. The
firemen for their obedience and good work.
JOSEPH E. DUCHENEAU, Chief
WILLARD J. CLAFLIN
ILOTJIS LAMOTHE
GEORGE W. LAUGHNANE
JOHN J. HOGAN, Clerk
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REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER
IVrmits to keep and sell explosives and maintain 2:ara^es.
Fire Works 24
Hi.oh Explosives 17
Maintain Garaees 167
IN'SPECTIOXS
Hotels and BoardinL;- Houses 14
Tenement Hcmses 648
: Garages 360
^Vmbiilance calls 72
JOSEPH E. DUCHEXEAU,
Chief of Southbridge Fire Department.
INVENTORY OF sorTHBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Two Fire Stations $65000 00
Fire Apparatus 28700 00
Fire Department Supplies 8720 00
Gamewell Fire Alarm System 7315 00
House Furniture and Furnishings 1347 10
Extra Tools 259 00
$111341 10
REPORT OF FOREST FIRE WARDEN
INYENTORY OF SOUTHBRIDOE FOREST FIRE DEPARTMENT
-One Ford truck $700 00
Twenty three-gallon hand extinguishers 200 00
Six ten-gallon hand water pumps 30 Uo
Three ten-gallon water cans » 4 oi)
Eighteen brooms 18 00
Fifteeen hoes 15 00
Six ten-quart pails 3 00
Fifteen bottles for extinguishers 1 50
Twenty two and one-half-gallon extinguishers '220 00
One set of tools 5 00
One thirty-two by four and one half tire 22 00
One thirty by three and one half tire -'^^
$1229 00
Number of Fires 17
In submitting my report for this year, will say that indifference
on the part of the people with cigarettes and lighted matches is the
principal cause of most forest fires, and respectfully suggest a little
more caution.
Balance from last year was $463.60 and recommend $800.00.
I want at this time to thank the public for their hearty co-
operation and will strive to merit a continuation of the same.
JOSEPH E. DUOHENEAU,
Forest Fire Warden
REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT
To the Honorable Board of Selectmeji of Southbndge
:
Gentlemen :-
I submit herewith for your consideration my rei)ort for the
fiscal year ending December 31, 1923. The organization of the
Poiee Department at the close of the fiscal year was as follows
:
CHIEF
Ulric Brault
PATROLMEX
Andrew M. Higgins Ovila Martin
Pieire A. Cormier Joseph Morin
Patrick Donnelly Thomas Dodd
Joseph Paquin Arthur Murphy
Daniel Blute Felix Lusignan
Alpherie Duplissis
JANITOR AND ASSISTANT LOCKUP KEEPER
Louis Peloquin
CONSTABLES
Ulric Brault Patrick Donnelly
Andrew M. Higgins Felix Lusignan
Duties performed by the Police Department during the year ex-
piring December 31, 1923. Total number of arrests 375; arrests on
warrants 115; arrests without warrants 260; males 364; females 11;
minors 53 ; residents 307 ; non-residents 68.
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OFFENCES
Drunkeune.ss 113: Gaming- and Violations of the Lord's day 68;
Violations of the automobile laws 39 ; Track walking 22 ; Assault and
Battery 19; Disturbing- the peace 17; Non-support 16; Larceny 1-1-
:
Assault with intent to rob 1 : Assault Avith a dangerous Aveapon 1
;
Keei)ing Gaming* nuisance 6 : Violation of liquor laws 5 ; Illegitimate
children 3 ; Stubbornness 2 : Insane 8 ; Breaking and Entering 2
Violation of game laws 2 ; Negiected child 1 ; Violation of tobacco
Jaws 2; Manslaughter 1; Lewd cohaibitation 3; Selling mortgage
propeily 2 ; Concealing mortgage property 2 ; Cruelty of animals 6
Open shop on the Lord's day 1; Carrying a revolver 3; Violation of
the medicine laws 1; Indecent exposure 1: Keeping disorderly
house 2; Fornication 1; Breaking probation 1; Escaping jail 1;
Having stolen goods in his posession 1
;
Giving false fire alarm 1
liun away from home 1.
DISPOSITION OF CASES
Fined 158 ; Committed to House of Correction 22 ; Committed to
Worcester State Hospital 8; Given suspended sentences 33; Put on
probation 28 ; Pile and Cost 44 ; Releases on a drunkness charge 73
Discharged 16: Held for outside police 4, Held for Grand Jury 5;
Run away return home 1.
OCCUPATION
Mill-hand 18; merchants 17; chauffeur 14; farmer 22; house-
wife 6 ; salesman 2 ; machinist 3 ; knife maker 2 ; barber 1 ; glass
worker 12; cai*penters 2; jeweler 1; foreman 2; clerks 5; engraver
terl ; masons 2 ; at school 7; laborers 175; painters 16; teamster 2;
printer 2; cigar maker 2; Inn holder ^1; chiropractor 1; solicitor 1,
L'. S. Navy 1 ; harness maker 1 ; baker 5 ; firemen 5 ; no position 45.
MI&CELLANEOITS
Number of lights reported out during the year 318; number of
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doors found unlocked and reported 51 ; number of accidents re-
ported and investig-ated 128
;
dogs killed 17 ; cats killed 7 ; defective
places in the street reported 7 ; attendance of Officers at dance halls
39 : horses found cast 2 ; injured and sick persons assisted 17 ; lost
children restored to parents 5 ; lost dogs restored to owners 7 ; mes-
sages delivered 38; peoi>le located 17; electric wires reported de-
fective 3 ; value of property reported lost or stolen and recovered
$2178.54.
In conclusion it is with pleasure that I extend in behalf of the
Police Department and ray self to the Honorable Board of Selectmen
and other town officials, our most sincere thanks for their kindly
considerations during the past year, and trust that the accomplish-
ments of The Depaituit'iit have been such as to repay them for their
interest.
Respectfully submitted,
ULRIC BRAULT,
Chief of Police.
Southbridge. Mass., December 31, 1923.
REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
Vital statistics for the year ending- December 31, 1923.
Number of marriages
•
1^0
Number of deaths 175
Number of births -112
Number of dogs licensed in 1923.
Males 416
Females • ^'7
Breeders } 4
Respectfully submitted
WILLIAM W J3LCJvLEY,
Town Clerk.
REPORT OF BOARD OF ASSESSORS
The Assessors of the Tcsvii of S'outlibridge submit the following
report for the year 1923.
Appropriations voted March 13, 1923 $3hl:)I)2 27
Approrriations voted July 27, 1923 43<j).3 40
State Tax 26280 00
State Tax on 4401 polls at $3.00 1320 5 00
County Tax 15929 00
Statp Highway Tax 341: 33
Auditing Municipal Accounts .)34 4]
Overlay 412") 52
Total Appropriations $487421 93
Transfer from E. and D. account $27000 00
Due from State Income Tax
general 10227 00
Due from State Income Tax
School Fund 8263 00
Estimated Revenue 43510 00 SUOiX) 00
Total anmount to be raised by Taxes for the
year 1923 $398421 93
Valuation Real Estate April 1, 1923 $7636980 00
Tax on Real Estate 252021 01
Valuation Personal, April 1, 1923 3769530 00
Tax on Personal 124395 92
Polls assessed 4401 at $5.00 22005 00
Total Valuation April 1, 1923 $11406510 00
Total Taxes a^ssed April 1, 1923 $398421 93
Sewer Apportioiiments and Interest 53 70
Total of Warrants to Collector Sept. 1 1923. $398475 63
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S*upplementar3^ Assessment Dec. 20. 1923
Valuation Personal $liWO 00
Tax on Personal $3% 00
Valuation Real Estate 6065 00
Tax on Real Estate
Polls assessed, 14 at $5.00
Warrants to Collector Dec. 20, 1923 $666 15
Total of Warrants to Collector for 1923 . . . $399141 78
Total Valuation Dec. 31, 1923 11424575 00
Kate per Thousand $33 00
Respectfully submitted
PHILEAS F. CASAVANT,
WILLIAM H. McGILPIN,
DENONIE A. BOUCHARD,
Board of Assessors.
REPORT OF
HIGHWAY SURVEYOR
To til'' Citizens of Soiitlil)riilL'e
I have endeavored diiriiiti' the past \ ear to yi\e the town the most
ett'ieieiit and eeononiical adniinistration and in part 1 feel that I
have sneceeded. The only departni.'ni that shows more money ex-
pended than was approin-inted is the (ieiural Hiiiliways. The reason
Jor this is tliat the roads in some places liad ])ee;>me in such con-
dition that repairs were imperative in order to j)i'event possible ac-
cidents. The ai)propi"irition for Eli^ihways is inade(piate if the roads
arc to be kept in «»0()d ^'ondition. Additional traffic caused by the
iicnei'al use of autotnobiles in all lines of business as well as for
jdeasniT demands that the roads be kept in constant repairs and dirt
roads cannot be maintainetl without constant attention.
Two neAV stretches of sidewalks were built during- the year; one
on the easterly side of ( Joddard Street, the other on the easterly side
of Pine Street. Special a}>})ropriations for this work were votefl.
The repairs on sidewalks were extensive. Sidewalks on Hiiih.
South. Chapin, Elm. Central and ]Main S'cjeets we repaired and the
town's sidewalks are now for the most part in j^ood condition.
The ^lechanic Street Bridge which was in j)oor c:)ndition was
rebuilt and sliould last many years.
T have taken an inventory of the town's tools and machinery
and have submitted a record of it to the Town Treasurer.
RECOMMENDATION
I wish to recommend for the coming year that the town pur-
chase a power scraper to replace one that has become obsolete. My
department is greatly in need of this equii>ment and I am sure that
It would mean a considera'ble saving to the town if this could be
ac(iuired. The cost of such a scraper would be about $1200. As it is
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at present, tliree pairs of horses are required to draw a scraper and
covers an average of about three miles a day. It is estimated that
a power machine will cover about ten miles a day, which as can be
seen would effect .considerable savings to the town, as no horses
would be required and it would be operated by one man only. I am
sure that such a scraper would gTeatly increase the efficiencj^ of my
department, and hope the citizens will approve the purchase.
I exteud my thanks to all who have gladly co-operated with me
in my work.
The financial statement of my department is shown on the fol-
lowing page.
Aime Langevin spent from March 6 to 8 inclusive $368 47
Cost of Mechanic Street Bridge $1562 26
Cost of removing snow and ice $So20 18
Contract was made with Arthur Genereux for Pine Street
Sidewalk for $1900.00 from appropriation of $2200.00
Balance left $300 00
EDMOXD RICHARD,
Highway Surveyor.
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COLLECTOR OF TAXES
1923 TAXES
Collected to December 31, Wl'-l ii;:^50-t91) 12
xVssessors' Warrant if:UM)19:{ 78
Abatement to December 31, 192:i 1779 69
$8ry2278 81
Balance outstandino- .January 1, 1924 $431 50 10
1922 TAXES
Balance nncollected January 1, 1923 $45959 70
Collected to December 31, 1923 $34581 33
Abatements to December 31, 1923 75 84
Balance outstanding January 1, 1924 11302 53
Balance ontstanding January 15. 1924 10799 28
1921 TAX
Balance uncollected January 1, 1923 $8236 23
Collected to December 31, 1923 $6351 37
Abatements to December 31, 1923 1640 50
$7991 87
Balance outstanding- January 1, 1924
Balance outstanding January 15, 1924
$244 36
$188 11
76
1920 TAX
Balance uncollected January 1, 1923 si>:356 47'
Collected to December 31, 1923 $2-1 64
Abatements to December 31, 1923 331 S3
$356 47
1919 TAX
Balance uncollected January 1, 1923 $5 33
Collected to December 31. 1923 $4 33
Abatements to December 31, 1923 1 00
$5 53-
Respectfully submitted,
E. E. GABREE,
Collector for the Town of Soutkbridge..
THE REPORT OF
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR
To the Citizens of Southbridf?e :
In making our report for 1923, we believe we are able to report
a vast improvement of conditions in general. We have several fami-
lies who through no fault of their own are dependent on this depart-
inent, but with the local factories operating^ on full tinie schedide the
prospects for the year 1924 are brighter than for several years. Our
Mothers' Aid department is accomplishing just what Iho hiw intended
to, namely keeping families together though the provide)- lias been
taken away. The Almshouse is in first class condition, and this board
have been fortunate in being able to retain Mr. and Mis. Joseph
Payant as warden and matron.
In 1923 the board did not appoint a town physician but has
allowed each family to have their own physician at a fixed price
agreed on with the local doctors. We wish to take this opportunity
to thank each physician for their co-operation. To the other depart-
ment heads with whom we have been associated we wish to express
our appreciation.
Respectfully submitted,
EUGENE MATTE, Chairman
GEORGE H. HARTWELL, Jr., Clerk
NARCISSE PELOQUIN, Visitor.
REPORT OF THE
BOARD OF HEALTH
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:
The Board of Health, Alfred J. Peloquin, Philias S. Caron and
Dr. Joseph G. E. Page, organized as follows: Alfred J. Peloquin,
Chairman; Philias S. Caron, Secretary: Dr. Joseph G. E. Page,
Physician, monthly meetings have been held during the year.
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES
Following are the contagious diseases reported to the board
during the year, from reports from several different sources we feel
that there are many cas^s that do not come to the attention of the
board, those who have no doctor and for other reasons, there is not
any reason for not reporting these cases, as the law plainly states
that the doctor or the householder, that means the parent or guard-
ian, must report cases of contagious diseases to the Board of Health.
The non reporting of a slight case of diphtheria, measles or
mumps will spread the disease and may at any time start an epi-
demic in the schools, a light case when infecting another person may
be fatal to that person.
The Board would ask the co-operation of the physicians and
parents in this work.
Chickenpox
Diphtheria
Epidemic Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis
Ofpt^alma Neonjatorium
Lobar Pnenmonia
Measles
Scarlet Fever
16
30
1
9
1
12
13
79
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 7
Typhoid Fever 10
Whooping Cougrh 15
German Measles 1
Mumps 23
'Total ; 238
Following are deatlis in town for which permits to bury have
been granted and are shown in months, sexes and diseases
:
Diseases of Heart 24
Diseases of Brain 12
Cancer 9
Lobar Pneumonia 4
Bronche Pneumonia 13
Bronchitis 2
Tuberfculosis '
i 5
Dia'betis 1
Nephritis 5
Premature birth 10
Measles 1
Tubercular Meningitis 1
Still-Born 8
Cerebro Spinal Meningitis 1
Diphtheria 3
Typhoid Fever 1
Accidental 1
111 Defined 6
All other Diseases 36
Total 143
Males
Females
Total ..
64
79
143
80
Januairy 23
Februairy 8
March i 12
Afpril 14:
May U
June 11
July 7
Au^st 9
'September "
October 9
November 1-3
(December 14
Total 113
AMBULANCE
The Board recommends that the ambulance be placed entirely
in the care of the Fire Department. Much credit must be given thi?
department for the service and care in the past but we believe that
a divided authority will in time bring about differences that will im-
pair its work. In looking over the records of trips made since the
machine has been under our care we find that less than 5 per cent
are Board of Health cases, therefore, we feel that it is not strictly a
Board of Health measure, and would ask that the appropriation be
left in the care of the Fire Department.
GARBAGE
During the year the Board purchased two water tight wagons
for the collection of garbage at a cost of $300 each ; these have metal
covers and we hope they are correcting a nuisance which has beer
objectional to the public in the past. Garbage collection remains a
perplexing subject and although conditions are better, yet we thint
tihat the coming year wil see more improvement. The Board askj
for the hearty co-operation of the people in this work.
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DENTAL CLINIC
The Special Committee appointed to establisli a Dental Clinic
performed their work and on October 1, 1923, turned over the clinic
to the Board of Health as the law requires this work to be under this
department. $832.03 was expended for equipment, which the den-
tists have found complete enoutili for this work. $223.73 Avas ex-
pended to repair the room, install the piumbiuii' and cover the floor
with linoleum, and $144 A\as paitl to the dentist for services. A de-
tailed report of the work of the clinic will be f(miid in the report of
the nurse. Miss Houle. who is in attendance.
The Board thinks that this work whicli is of a preventive na-
ture will in a few years be seen in the health of the children. The
Board aj»ain would ask for the co-operation of the public in this
work. ;
TUBP]RCULOSIS CLINIC
Another preventive work that we do not think is being appreci-
ated, is that of the Tuberculosis Clinic, which is open each week in
the town hall building with a physician and nurse in attendance.
Any one not feeling as though t^hey could afford a doctor should
visit this clinic if they have symptoms of tuberculosis, as an early
diagnosis is the preventive work of this clinic. The hours are
Mondays from 5 to 7 o 'clock in the afternoon.
During the last year unexpected expense has been met with a
small balance left in our appropriation of $10,100. In the budget
for the coming year, in looking ahead to the usual expenditures as
now seen, we would recommend the sum of $9,750. This is a reduc-
tion of $450 from last year with the added expense of $500 allowed
for the dental clinic or an actual reduction of $850 from last year.
ALFRED J. PELOQUIN,
PHILIAS S'. CARON.
DR. JOSEPH G. E. PAGE,
Board of Health.
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REPORT OF AGENT OF BOARD OF HEALTH
To the Honorable Board of Health
:
111 renderino' my yearly report as your Agent I wish to thank
the Board for their hearty eo-operation in the task of niakino* the
work of the past year pleasant and also thank the pitblic for the
part they have taken in making the town cleaner and healthier.
The work has been of rontine nature; visits being made to all
parrs of the town and where nuisances found, taking the subject up
direct with those concerned, when it has almost always been abated
without making formal complaints or sending written notices. Ir
some cases letters have had to be sent to accomplish the result
looked for, but in no case have the courts been called upon for
action.
Again I must ask the tenants to keep the garbage separated
from other rnbbish in the ba^k yard, if they wish to have the gar-
bage taken by the town teams, this is the most common nuisance
and is the fault of the individual tenant rather than the owner of
the large tenement bnildings, although he gets the notice to clean
up. A garbage can of metal, covered with a metal cover for each
family will. I think, relieve this situation.
Houses have been placarded for contagious dise^ases and in most
cases quarantine has been observed, which has tended to keep the
town from any epidemic.
Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT R. BROWN,
Agent
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REPORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH NURSE
To the Honorable Board of Health
:
Gentlemen
:
I herewith submit my report as Board of Health Nurse for the
year 1923. \
The oral examinatif)n of the school children revealed an amaz-
ine: number who needed some sort of dental attention. Wtih that
fact in mind, a dental clinic was organized, under the direction of
the Board of Health. The elinic is held in the Town Hall Building
every Monday and Tuesday morning from 8 :45 to 11 :45. The
dentists of the town will contri])ute time in turn to this clinic. For
the present the dentists are tryinjr to care for the children in the
first three grades, who come to the clinic with a written permit £vom
parents or guardian.
Number of children who reported to clinic 218
Number of children who had teeth cleaned 162
Number of extractions 112
Number of fillings 29
Number of treatments 5
Special attention was given to the children at St. Mary's school
who w^ere 10% underweight.
In children underweight generally means malnutrition due to
insufficient food, too little rest or sleep, over exercise, a lack of
ventilation in sleeping apartments, whieh destroys the appetite, or
in some physical defect such as adenoids or enlarged tonsils.
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This group of children have been weighed three times during
the school year, and the following tables show that the majority of
children have gained.
School Enrollment June Oct. Dec.
St. Mary's
Grade I and II 38 5 3
Grade III and IV 31 3
Grade V 23 7 4 2
Grade VI 30 1
Grade VII and VIII 25 2
Total 147 18 or 12% 7 or 5% 2 or 1%
A physical examination of all the pupils was made by a physi-
cian accompanied by the nurse. Notes were made of his recom-
mendations and notices Avere sent to parents followed by a personal
call from the nurse.
Number of children exaixdned ' 147
Num^ber of visits for correction of defects 48
Number of defects corrected 25
All class rooms at St. Mary's school were visited and inspected
several times per month.
Number of class room inspections 30
According to the usual schedule the Tuberculosis Dispensary
has been opened every Monday afternoon and evening from 5 to 7
p. m. Any person suffering from tuberculosis in any form is invited
to attend the clinic for examination by the physician in charge and
also receive some beneficial advice.
Number of patients examined at Dispensary
Number of tubercular visits on active cases
36
92
85
Number of tubercular visits on quiescent cases
Number of visits on suspicious cases
Number of visits on contacts
63
15
26
Follow-up reports on all cases of Tuberculosis were sent to the
State Department of Health, and a monthly report on cases ex-
amined in the Dispensary.
Number of follow-up visits on Tuberculosis cases 16
Strict precaution with isolation or quarantine was recom-
mended in cases of rei)()rtal)le diseases. The co-operation of the
public in this matter will help a great deal to eliminate disease and
prevent an epidemic.
Number of visits on svarlet Fever cases .")0
Number of visits on Typhoid Fever cases 40
Number of visits on Diphtheria cases 48
Number of visits on Influenza cases 2
Respectfully submitted,
MARGT^ERITE C. PIOULE, R. N,
t
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REPORT OF INSPECTOR OF MILK
To the Honorable Board of Health :
I hereby render my report for the year endins: December 31,
1923.
As your inspector I have issued 71 licenses to sell milk, 11 were
granted to sell in stores and 60 to pedlers. There was also 3 licenses
gTanted to sell oleomargarine in stores. I liave collected the sum
of $37.00, which the Town Accountant's report will show was
turned over to the Town Treasurer.
The Department of Public Health through its inspectors have
again this year collected samples and made analysis of the milk, as
this department does not have the necessary equipment to do the
work, w^hich I think should be added to the town's property, then
the work could be done nearby and. more quickly.
The samples have been found to be of good quality with only a
few exceptions and that mainl}^ in added water to the milk.
All stores handling milk, cream or oleomargarine must get a
license from the Inspector of Milk each year, these licenses all ex-
pire by law on May 31, of each 3^ear, and must be renewed.
Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT R. BROWN,
Inspector of Milk.
REPORT OF PLrMP.IXM INSPECTOR
T') the lIoiKjra lioard of Health:
1 liereby .su])niit niy i-ei)()it as Plinnbiiio Inspetnr for the year
endin*? December 81, 102.').
The foilowiiiiz- fixtui'e> liave bmi iiisTall»Ml (lui'in<i' the y^ai- in
bouses classified below:
Watei- clos(ns 142: siii'cs 112; ])atii Tiil»s90: bowls 1<;0; urinals
2: soda fountains '] : eellai* drains 1 : wasntrays 21.
Tliese were installed in 17 sinul'' Inuises: 12 two-ten^untiit
ises: 12 tliree-tenenuuil houses: 2 four-tenement houses: 1 six-
lement house: 1 ehd) liouse : 2 factories; 1 fras station; 1 p(Jice
station and 23 old ^.uiidin.iis, (wlier.' additi«>nal fixtures were
installed).
I have made 6S water tests and 8-' rinal ins])ections on the above
\\ ork. There have been 20 new hou>ts eonnected with the sewer
and 14 new luMisrs and 1 oM honse cnniievned with cesspools during-
tlie year.
Respectfully siibniitted,
ALBERT R. BROWN.
Inspector of Plumbing.
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REPORT OF INSPECTOR OF SLAUGHTERING
To the Board of Health:
Gentlemen:
T have the honor of submitting' to you my report as Inspector
of Slaughtering' for the year ending December 31, 1923.
Whole nunrber of carcasses inspected 407
Number of carcasses of beef inspected 54
Xnmber of carcasses of veal inspected 75
Xumber of carcasses of swine inspected 278
Number of carcasses of swine condemned 2
Number of carcasses of beef condemned 5
Wliole number of carcasses condemned 7
The causes for condemning carcases are as follows
:
Beeves^—tuberculosis.
Swine—tuberculosis and tumor.
Condemned carcasses have been destroyed according to law.
Respectfully j^ours,
JOHN HAIiPIN,
Inspector of Slaughtering,
REPORT OF THE
TRUSTEES OF THE LIBRARY
TRUSTEES OF JACOB EDWAKDS LIBRARY
LIBRARIAN
Ella Mierseh
ASSISTANT
Mabel W. Plimpton
JANITOR
Ronaldo di Boiiaventura
LIBRARY HOURS
Week days, except January 1, Memorial Day, Fourth of July,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas. 10 to 12 a. m.. 2 to
5 :30. 6 :30 to 9 p. m.
REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
To the Trustees of the Jacob Edwards Library:
GROWTH
During the year 835 volumes were added, of which 361 were re-
George Grant
Fred E. Corbin
Louis 0. Rieutord
Henry Tetrault
For the Town
Francis L. Chapin
John E. Paige
E. B. Armstrong
For the Fund
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placements of worn out books. 278 volumes were discarded, so that
there are now 25,322 volumes in the library.
Among the books added, the popular "Outline of Science." ''Out-
line of Literature," ''Outline of Art," call for special attention.
These are not meant for the specialist, but (like Wells' Outline of
History") are written for the general reader wlio wishes to broaden
Ijis horizon. A number of biographies of men who are, or have been
prominent in American public life, should be of interest to everyone,
Charnwood's "Roosevelt," Whitin's "President Coolidge, " Davis'
^'The Iron Puddler," Ford's "My Life and Work," "Letters of
Franklin K. Lane,'' Strauss' "Under Four Administrations."
REGISTRATION
A new registration of readers was begun in July to verify ad-
dresses and straighten out mistakes in numbers, etc. 2,140 names
liave been registered since July. This number includes only a part
of the number who have used the library since that date, as many
families prefer to use one card, since they can take as many books
as they wish on one card.
CIRCULATION
The circulation of books for home use was 56.641, which is a bit
more than the number circulated last year. For about a year the
circulation was lower than it had been, since August it has been
steadily rising and in the last three months has been even larger
than in the slack business season of 1921. Some of this increase is
undoubtedly due to the printed lists of the books bought from Janu-
ary, 1922 to August, 1923. These lists called the attention of many
people to not only particular books, but to kinds of books which they
could find in the library. One of the greatest difficulties of the library
is to make our townspeople realize that no matter what subject tliey
are interested in, the library has material on that subject, or if asked
will buy material on that subject. The library is owned by the peo-
ple of the town, why does not every citizen inspect his property at
least once a year*^
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APPROPRIATION
It may be of intei*est to compare our expenses with tliose of
libraries in other towns similar in size:
Percent of income applied to:
Cost of Library per capita 486
PKR CENT INCOME APPLIED
Libraries in places between 10.000 and 20,000 population
Library
Books Binding's Periodicals Salaries
16.4 4.34 2.86 44.06
SouthbrirtKe 17.61 3.35 3.35 31^.52
Libraries in places l)et\veen 10.000 and 20.000 population
Janitor Heat and Other
Salary Light Expenses
8.93 8.03 14.05
Southbridt-e 17.80 12.11 6.25
Libraries in Diaces l)et\veen lO.OuO and 20.000 population
Cost of Library per capita 6!)7
.Southbridg-e 486
The steps on the Foster Street entrance to the library building
were rebuilt in October. The expense of doing this was generously
paid for by Mr. Robert Edwards.
ELLA E. MIERSCH,
Librarian.
STATISTICS OF THE LIBRARY
Volumes circulated 56,641
Average daily use 184
Smallest monthly use, May 3,980
Largest monthly use, March 5,678
Iviumber of borrowers' cards (New registration begun July 1) 2,140
Books added (361 replacements) 835
Books withdrawn (worn out, etc.) 278
Number of volumes in the Library 25,322
Volumes rebound 380
Periodicals bound 48
Amount received from fines $318 31
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Gifts of books and pamphlets are acknowledged from state and
frovernment departments and from the following: Miss Cole, Mrs.
G. W. Wells, Mrs. Howard Edmonds, J. H. Savage, Frank Lane,
l!. S. Shipping Board, Eddy Town Fund.
And periodicals from the following: American Optical Company,
Hamilton Woolen Co., N. E. Telephone Co., Southbridge Woman's
Club, U. S. Government, Rev. L. R. Urban, Massachusetts State.
The Library Trustees voted to ask the town for an appropria-
tion of $7500.00.
ESTIMATES FOR LIBRARY BUDGET FOR 1924
No one can know just what repairs might be needed. If
there should be extensive repairs needed on the building,
we should need a much larger amount. In 1923, Mr.
Edwards paid a bill of $106.67 for repairs to the building.
JACOB EDWARDS LIBRARY
Salaries
Coal
Coal for 1923 was $671, but we have a number of tons left.
Light
Periodicals
Books (replacements, as well as new books)
Binding
Equipment
Repairs
$4300 00
600 00
220 00
250 00
1300 00
350 00
60 00
60 00
Supplies
Printing
Expenses
110 00
100 00
150 00
95
Financial Statement
RECEIPTS
Town appropriation $7300 00
EXPENDITURES
Salaries $4185 73
Light 213 82
Coal 671 50
Books 1285 60
Binding 244 65
Equipment 60 39
Repairs 58 62
Supplies Ill 79 -
Printing 104 00
Expenses 117 21
Periodicals 246 10
$7299 41
\ $ 59
/ MYXOTT FUND
Amount of fund Jannary 1. 1923 $1031 98
interest 45 50
$1077 48
EXPENDITURES
Periodicals $5 00
Books 24 19
$29 19
Amount of fund December 31, 1923 $1048 29

REPORT OF THE
SEWER COMMISSIONERS
To tht' CiTizeiis of the Town of Southbridtrc
:
Your l)OHr(l of Sewer Coiiimissioners iieivwitli submit their re-
poi-t for the year ending December 31. 192").
Th(M-e fire now connected with ^he system 1212 bnihlinp^s. inchid-
iviii manufncturinu- plants, scliools. public buildingrs. tenement houses
and residences.
In aecordanee with the recommendation of the Town of South-
1 rid<re the eommissioners have built a streteh of sewer on Oliver
Street of a length of 475 feet at a cost of $1018.30, Gardner Street
2(>0 feet at a cost of $722.67. Dupaul, Franklin and Curtis Street 585
IVet $2521.-14. West Street 546 feet at a cost of $727.57.
The same has been completed and accepted by the Board and
assessments have been levied.
The work at the filter beds has been satisfactory and met with
ti^e api>r()val of the State Inspector under the present conditions.
In reference to the appropriation for the sewer maintenance for the
eoming year we recommend the sum of $3,000.00.
The topic of utmost importance in this report is that of the con-
ditions at our filtration area. On August 27th of this year we re-
ceived from the Department of Public Health of this Commonwealth
a letter telling of complaints that had been made by the citizens of
the Sandersdale section of Southbridge relative to the odors which
are alleged to be prevalent in that locality. The Department of
Public Health has caused the locality to be examined by one of its
engineers.
The results of this examination show that the sources of these
<'l>jectionable odors complained of is undoubtedly our sewage dis-
posal works. They consist at present of eleven filter beds w4th an
98
-o>o'reoate area of S.."^ acres aiul 3 settling- tanks with an agg-rpo-ate
capacity of 135.000 gallons, all of which are located on a tract of
]an<] comprising some 17 acics in the valley of Trout Brook not far
from tlie village of Sandersdale. An examination of these works
_show that their condition is objectionable and that they are inade-
qnate for the purpose for which they were designed.
Tlie report goes on fintlier by recommending increasing the
capacity of our plant in order to meet the requirements, and we find
o]i careful consideration of the subject that even were we to bring-
before the voters a proposition that would satisfy our demands it
would mean tliat our present plant would have to be trebled in size,
r-ud in view of the small area of available land at this location this
recomm(^ndation is not a practical one for us to make.
We have in the last month visited plants in this state which are
lierliaps of a dififerent type than ours, but on account of our limited
cM'ea we felt that only in a change in the manner of treating our
sewage would we be able to utilize our present location.
Our visits took us to Fitchburg, Leominster and Worcester. At
Fitchburg* we found an Imhoff Trickling Filter type which has been
in operation for over nine years. We w^ere most favorably impressed
witli the plant both in its working and low operating cost. At Worces-
ter we found a plant of asimilar type under construction. Leominster
lias a group of small plants of a type like ours, which although satis-
factory, cannot unless they are added to, take care of their demands.
We are convinced that as far as we have gone into this subject we
cannot make our plant take off the amount of sewage that now flows
into it, and in our recommendation we advise that an appropriation be
made to cover a preliminary survey and the plans for a plant that
will satisfactorily meet the conditions that are now existing, also
10 take care of the increase that we must necessarily allow for.
JOSEPH A. ALLARD,
0. L. LAPIEERE,
OMER L. PERRON,
Board of Sewer Commissioners.
REPORT OF THE
CEMETERY COMMITTEE
To the Citizens of the Town of Southbridge
:
The T'emetery Committee org-anized for the year of 1923 with
leorge H. Hartwell Jr.. as chairman and S. W. Williams as clerk.
Twelve new lots were sold in 1923. Twenty-one were accepted
(r Perpetual Care. Two Hundred and Twelve graves regraded and
; ourteen lots re-seeded.
We have been fortunate in being able to interest more people
each year in Perpetual Care. A large majority of the lots being
sold with the Care, which adds materially to our sinking fund
thereby giving us a greater income annually which enables us to
keep these lots in the best of condition.
This helps in two ways: it adds greatly to the general appear-
hiK^e of the Cemetery and is a permanent satisfaction to the person.
('Waning the lot.
On the recommendation of the Malcom Ammidowm Post G. A.
K., we removed a number of the trees on their lot, regraded and
e-seeded it.
After investigating the record systems used in a number of
large Cemeteries in this vicinity we adopted a card index system^
indexing each lot by the owners name.
These cards also show the exact place of each burial together
with a ^hort history of the person interred.
B3* thi:> system we are enabled to find at a moment's notice a
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complete record of the ownership, also this history and location of
all persons buried in every lot.
A record of this nature has been badly needed in our Cemetery
work for years, we are pleased to report this year that an efficient
system has been installed.
Our chief expenditure every year is for labor. We usually
retain five men from April 1st. until after Memorial Day. We then
cut down each month until the middle of September, retaining
two men to do the fall work. One man is retained until the early
part of December doing work that would otherwise have to be done
in the spring.
The Committee voted a year ago to fill Pleasure Pond, the ex-
pense of keeping it filled with water throughout the summer be-
ing to great.
This is fast being filled and Ave hope in a few years to perman-
ently beautify this section.
The total amount collected by the Cemetery Department dur-
ing 1923 Avas Two Thousand Ninety Six Dollars and Sixty Cents.
We desire at this time to thank the Citizens and Town Officials
for their co-operation throughout the year.
Respectfully Submitted,
GEORGE H. HARTWELL JR.
ALVA L. HYDE,
DANIEL T. MORRILL,
CLARENCE F. MORSE,
EMERY A. LAVALLEE,
WARDWELL M. EDWARDS.
Cemetery Committee.
REPORT OF
THE PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE
Ifector L. IVloiiuin. D. D. S.
SeentHry of tht* IMayoi-oiiiul Committee.
The playgi-(uunl season of 1928 opened July 16, with patriotic ex-
ercises, and tile play season continued for five weeks.
JSix i)layt>rounds and the batli hmises on the shores of "Big Pond"
were under the supervision of the department.
The avera^^e (hiily attendance at the playn:rounds was 1150.
Followinti the tiaj: salute each day, durin<>' the week of President
Ilardinp-'s death until the burial, the children remained one minute
in silent ti i)>ute. and play activities were omitted on the day of the
l^'esid«Mit s burial. Pi'esident Harding- said of play: "The vital
basic importance of playing- is now quite generally appreciated.
I'lay is the sculpt oi- which shapes the life of the child. He confides
his di-eams to play and becomes what his play is." This is also true
( iiough of a<lults to make us seriously concerned for the recreational
life of America. We must make the playtime of all children, and the
free time for all the rest of us, richer, more satisfying and more
enobling.
PLAY PROGRAM
The play prf)gram was divided into four general divisions:
Simple motor play.
Social play.
Creative and constructive play.
Imitative play.
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Under motor play we have:
Running, jumping, sliding, climbing, giant stride, swinging and
SAvimming.
-The Social play incltcdes
:
Ring games, competitive games, races, tag games, chasing, hunt-
ing, throwing ball and bean bag games.
Line games as:
Hill Dill, London Bridge.
Co-operative games as
:
Prisoners' Base and relaying racing.
Ball Games as:
Medicine, Captain Dodge, Bat Volley and Basket.
Creative and Constructive Play:
Sewing and embroidery and other forms of hand work found in
making articles of reed, raffia and cane. The children completed
996 such articles.
Imitative play includes
:
Dramatics, Folk Dancing.
CLUBS
The story tellers clubs on the kindergarten grounds had many
members. The favorite stories were those learned from the Bubble
Books and on the phonographs.
The dramatic club consisted of boys who delighted the younger
children by a production of Punch and Judy. The outfit for which
was made by the pupils of the Continuation School.
ATHLETICS
The junior and senior boys entered the contests and races with
intense enthusiasm and the team spirit was splendid. The Secretary
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of the Committee Dr. Pelo(iuin devoted mueli time to this depart-
ment.
EECOMMENDATION^^
The summtn- aetivities are many and varied, our greatest need
is a public tennis eonrt.
Winter sports have noi heen inchided in tlie program. It is the
concensus of opinion of all playg-round pe<»ple, that wlienever possi-
ble a winter prog'ram sliouhi be ])l;i!r('^Ml whi^-h <]iould include safe
skating- and sliding.
The prejiaration of a new play tiehl encourages the liope that
th-is will soon be possible. Such a Held may be so graded that the
area could be flooded in winter without extra embankment. Slides
built and banked with snow make safe sliding places for children.
New swings and slides ai-e needed on rjeveral grounds.
The supervisor acknowh^dges the heipfid co-operation of the
playground committee, and the good will and loyalty of the instruc-
tors.
Respectfully submitted,
MARGARET G. BUTLER.

REPORT OF THE
SEALER of WEIGHTS and MEASURES
To tlie Citizens of Soutlibrid^'^e :
1 respectfully submit my report from November ^0, 1922 to
November 30, 1923.
Adjusted Platfoi-m Scales over 500 pounds 5
Sealed Platform Scales over 5(KX) pounds 9
Condemned Platform Scales over 5CK)0 pounds 3
Adjusted Platform Scales un«ler 5000 pounds 4
Sealed Platform Scales under 50iK) pounds 86
Non Sealed Platform Scales under 5000 *8
Condemned Platform Scales under 5000 pounds 8
Sealed Slot Weijihinp Scales 9
All other Scales Adjusted 12
All other Scales Sealed 351
All other Scales Condemned 15
Number of Weights Adjusted 3
Number of Weights Sealed 834
Number of Weights Condemned 24
Number of Liquid ]^Ieasures Sealed 140
Number of Liquid Measures Condemned 6
Number of Milk Jars Tested 140
Number of Milk Jars Condemned 3
Number of Linear Measures Sealed 36
Number of Linear Measures Condemned 2
Oil and Molasses Pumps Sealed 62
Oil and Molasses Pumi)s Condemned : 7
Total Adjusted 2
iTotal Sealed 1620
Total Condemned 67
Certificates Issued in the Office and Outside 258-
Inspection of Stores 61
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Inspection of Hawkers and Peddlers 17
Inspection of Milk Wagons 11
Inspection of Coal Certificates 25
Inspection of Junk Dealers 2
Inspection of Ice Wag'ons 37
Marking of Food Packages 523
During the year many inspections were made at different times
of which no record was kept. The scales of hawkers, peddlers,
coal dealers, ice dealers and those in markets, grocery stores, etc,,
were inspected to insure against carelessness and fraud.
Within the last few years many outside hawkers and peddlers
have been eliminated from this town, to the benefit of our merchants
who pay rent and taxes and give employment, it is no more than
right that they should be protected.
The department has received few complaints of short weight
this year, although many violations of the law were noted and quick'
ly adjusted. All of the violations were slight, and it was not deem-'
ed advisable to bring them to the attention of the court.
Some incorrect scales have been seized and condemned during
the past year, and are held at the Sealer's office.
A Ford truck should be secured for the use of this department.
The wagon scale owned by the town with a capacity of 14,000
pounds is inadequate for the accomodation of heavy type trucks.
The present scale should be exchanged for one of a much
heavier capacity.
The inventory of the Sealer's Department, which was taken on
December 31. by former Sealers Daniel T. Morrill, Fred G. Adams
and Albert Brown has given the amount of $1490.00.
The fees collected during the year and paid to the Town Treas-
urer amount to $163.25.
Respectfully submitted,
FELIX GATIXEAU,
Sealer.
SOUTHBRIDGE PLANNING BOARD
It is witli some satisfaction that the Plaiiniiifj Board sees pro-
jects whicli it recommends taken up and ur^e(i forward by many
citizens. Last year this board gave its warm support to the move-
ipent for a recreation field on Dresser Street, and it is gratifying to
note that a fair start has been made. The board is in complete ac-
cord with the special committee in charge of the woi'k in its desire
to secure an appropriation large enough at the coming town meeting
to complete the work in one year, rather than to drag along through
n period of years.
It is estimated that the sum of eight or nine thousand dollars
will put the field in condition for general use and the citizens of the
town could do no better than give their sanction to the request of the
.special committee when it asks for an appropriation.
Regarding the plan of establishing a to%vn engineering depart-
ment, this board in its last annual report went on record as favoring
such a step, and pointed out some of the advantages to bo derived
from such a course. This board a.sked that provision be made for an
engineering department, headed by an experienced engineer to have
superintendence of all maintenance and constructive work, such as
higlnvays, sewers, etc. AYe feel as we di<l then, that the town would
be taking a step in the right direction by adopting the suggestion.
In our last report, also, w^e spoke of the school problem, and the
need of better prim.ary facilities. This need is being met in a measure
by the erection of a four-room modem building at the comer of
pleasant and River Streets. We still caU attention to the Elm Street
jjrimary school as unfit for use, and trust that some time in the not
4.iistant future it will be replaced by a suitable school building. -
The board w^ould still urge tliat a new set of by-laws be drawTi
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up and submitted to the atorney general of the state, and when ap-
proved by him, to be adopted by the town. A new building- code
should be adopted, based on modern practice, and especial attention
slioukl be given to laws regarding' electric wiring, so that all possible
-danger from fire in that regard may be eliminated.
The board had this year sketches drawn giving in detail a plan
indicating how streets and roads should be laid out to meet the
growth of the town for many years to come. Our chairman, Mr. Arm-
strong, had his engineers make a study of the town and its environs
and he instructed them to make sketches. As a result of this work
there are now available for the town whenever it cares to use them,
plans that give a comprehensive view of how the town should be de-
veloped as regards streets, roads, parks, sanitation and the numerous
other things which should be handled with forethought and not in a
haphazard way. For this work the town has been under no expense.
At the last meeting of the board this year these plans and sketches
were shown, and the members feel that a real good job has been done.
I he housing problem was discussed by the board and various sug-
gestions brought out at the meetings, all of which are along proper
lines, and invite further study of this very pressing question.
The board has kept in touch with the trend of activities followed
by the state planning l)oard, and has taken interest in what other
towns are doing. In this way we feel that the interests of South-
bridge, in so far as they come into relationship with the planning
board, have been duly considered.
E. BEN.T.AMIN ARMSTRONG,
Chairman-
J. E. O'SHAUGHNESSY,
JOHN E. PAIGE,
ALEX J. PAQUIN,
GEORGE GRANT,
Planning Board.
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE
To the Citizens of tho Town of Soutlibridge
:
Special Committee appointed at the Annual Town Meeting:
—
I^ark Commissioners tojrether with E. Benjamin Armstrong and
James A. Cliristensen.
Committee organized with William C. Lunen, Chairman. Hector
>I. LeClair, Secretai'v. the otliei- member being George Silk.
Appropriation of .^2.000.00 was inadequate to complete program
per i)lans as made out by James A. Christensen, and consequently
hids were asked foi* tiie foHowing work:—Clearing 5 acres; 660 linear
feet of open ditcli ; 4r)0 I'eet S-ineh tile undei- drain ; 1,025 feet tile
under drain 6-inch; 7 pes. 6x8 tile Y's; 8 pes. 6x6 tile Y's; the mov-
ing of temporary bridge and grading to the limit of appropriation,
a1 day rates.
Temporary bridge was constructed with suitable approaches to
allow private dumping.
Contract was awarded to the lowest bidder, Noe N. Carpentier.
The Committee met on the ground frequently and also as indi-
viduals kept in constant touch with the work.
In anticipation of the High School grading job, we were assured
all of this filling free of charge. The Committee deemed it advisable
to cancel the laying of the Central Under Drain, thereby increasing
the amount available for grading. This adjustment was readily
agreed to by Mr. Carpentier.
Up to the present time the open ditch has taken care of several
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s.evei(^ stoi-ms vvliile the under drain is working to expectation.
Program for tlie coming year should be :—The completion of the
rough gradhig and also the preparation of top surface, so that the
- field can be used at the earliest possible time.
About 7,000 cubic yards of material will be necessary to bring
the field to grade at an approximate cost of $9,000. It would be ad-
visable .to take a new cross section and refigure the same before this
figure is accepted as final.
I'lie nearest location for filling material seems to be on Marcy
Street, on land of A. Marcy Bartholomew. He will permit the taking
of material, providing we agree to certain reasonable stipulations re-
garding the condition in which we leave the pi-opert}''. We may take
the material best suited for our purpose and will be allowed to avoid
ledges should any be encountered.
In place of tile for the central drain a blind stone drain would
be advisable, using suitable material from the filling, with possibly
a catch basin and a short length of pipe near the outlet.
By getting a steam shovel on the above named land and doing the
job all at the same time, we figure that approximately $3,000.00 would
i)e saved the town, instead of having the town appropriate small sums
to do tliis work in three or four years' time. The field would then
be available, for what it is intended for within one year instead of
in three or four years.
We. therefore, would suggest an appropriation of $9,000.00 to
complete the work as laid out above.
We wish to thank xMessrs Genereux, Chapin, Plimpton and
Grossman for the assistance rendered to Mr. Christensen.
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We also wisli To tliaiik ^ir. E. Benjamin Armstrong- for giving
US, Gratis, the services of liis civil engineer, Mr. ('hristensen. who
has had as his aim to give the town an athletic field, when completed,
second to none in tin* state, for a pommunity of the same size.
H. M. LeCLAIR,
Secretary.
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE
To the Citizens of the Town of Southbridgre
:
Acting as your committee for the purpose of invest igat i no- the
feasibility of establishing a town forest, we herewith submit tlie re-
port of our findings for your approval. Various tracts of land, suit-
able for the purpose have been personally visited by your eoiniuittee
and their adaptability for the establishment of a town forest given
due consideration, resulting in the selection of a desirable acreage
in close proximity to the center of . the town, which we are further
investigating, with a view of ascertaining the possibility of later be-
ing available, should the town desire to acquire the property for
this purpose. Owing to this reason we are unable to make a com-
plete report and oifer our rcommendations at this time.
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE L. POTTER, Chairman.
OSWALD J. LALIBERTE, Secretary.
SAMUEL L. IDE.
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 1924
GENERAL
^Moderator 50.00
Selectmen 2200.00
Accountant 1800.00
Treasurer 1650.00
Tax Collector 2400.00
Assessors 4500.00
.'ERNMENT
Law $600.00
Town Clerk 120 0.00
Election and Registra-
tion 2800.00
Town Hall 3500.00
PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY
Police Department ...$35,000.00
Fire Department 24,986.00
Tree Warden 30 0.00
Moth Extermination... 600.00
Sealer of Weights and
Measures $1000.00
Forest Fires 600.00
HEALTH AND SANITATION
Board of Health $9750.00 General Cleaning $6000,00
Sewer Maintenance ... 3000.00
HIGHWAYS
Highways $15,000.00
Sidewalk Repairs .... 5,500.00
Railings 500.00
Bridges 500.00
Street Lights $14,000.00
Maintenance of Per-
manent Roads 8,000.00
Street Oiling 2,000.00
CHARITIES AND SOLDIERS' BENEFITS
Outside Poor $20,000.00 Military Aid $500.00
Almshouse 6,000.00 Soldiers' Relief 3,000.00
Mothers' Aid 7,000.00
EDUCATION
Schools $135,350.00 Public Library $7,000.00
RECREATION
CELEBRATION
UNCLASSIFIED
Playgrounds and Bath
Houses $2,700.00
Band Concerts. $350.00
Damage to Persons and
Property $500.00
Insurance 4,000.00
Memorial Day 450.00
Care of Town Clock. . 50.00
Ambulance 500.00
Annual Re^ports
Water and Ice Supplies $750.00
Cemetery 1,700.00
Interest .. 20,000.00
Maturing 26,410.00
1922 Outstanding Bills 363.81
VALMORE P. TETREAULT,
Accountant.
TOWN WARRANT
Worcester, ss. To either oi the Constables of the Town of South-
bridge, in the County of Worcester,
GREETING:
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are
hereby requested to notify the inhabitants of the Town of South-
bridge, aforesaid, qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet in the
Town Hall in said Southbridgp, on Monday the third (3) day of
March A. D. 1924 at 5 :45 (»\l<K*k in the forenoon to act on the follow-
ing articles:
Article 1. To clioosc a moderator to preside over said meeting.
Article 2. To choose by ballot all town officers for the ensuing
year:—viz: Clerk; Treasurer: three Selectmen; one Overseer of the
I^oor for three years: one member of the Board of Heelth, for three
^ea^s ; one Assessor for three years ; Collector of Taxes ; two mem-
bers of the School Committee for three years ; one Park Commissioner
for three years; one Sinking Fund Commissioner for three years;
one Sewer Commissioner for three years; two Cemetery Commission-
ers for three years; Tree Warden; Highway Surveyor; three Con-
stables and all others provided for by law.
Article 3. To vote by ballot ^'YES'' or ''NO" in answer to the
question, ' ' Shall licenses be granted for the sale of certain non-intoxi-
cating beverages in this Town?"
Article 4. To hear the reports of the Town Accountant, Treas-
urer. Clerk, Selectmen. School Committee, Library Committee, etc.,
and act anything thereon.
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Article 5. To raise and appropriate sums of money as may be
necessary to pay town debts and charges for the current financial
year.
Article 6. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Treas-
urer with the approval of the Selectmen to borrow in anticipation of
the revenue of tlie current financial year, or act anything thereon.
Article 7. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Select-
men to cause an audit to be made of the town's accounts of 1924, or
act anything thereon.
Article 8. To see if the town will vote to pay the enginemen, or
act anything thereon.
Article 9. To see if the town will vote to give the Collector of
Taxes the same power to collect taxes that the Town Treasurer has
when appointed Collector of Taxes.
Article 10. To see if the Towii will vote to have all taxes due
and payable October 1, 1924, and if not paid on or before October
15, 1924, to have interest charged at the rate of six per. cent, per
annum from October 1, 1924, or act anything thereon.
Ai*tiele 11. To see if the town will vote to fix the compensation
of town officers, laborer and teams, or act anything thereon.
Article 12. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Town;
Accountant to transfer the sum .of $239.55 from the Reserve Fund
to the Tax Levy Account of 1922, for the payment of taxes on the.
Alexis Langevin property on Pine Street, taken by the town for
School building, or act anything thereon.
Article 13. To see if the town will \ ote to authorize the Town
AccountHiit to transfer $12.66 from the Lebanon Bridge Account and
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$'50.14 from the North Woodstock Road Account to the Excess and
Deficiency Account, or act anyt'hin'g: ttereon.
Article 14. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate tlie sum of $90rK).00, appoint the same committee as last year,
who shall have the authonty to grade and improve the land owned
by the Town on Dresser Street, to be used for a Playground, or act
anything thereon.
Article 15. To see if the town will vote to act on a petition
presented to the Selectmen, to eliminate the s'harp curve, at the
corner of Worcester and Charlton Streets, raise and appropriate
money therefor, or act anything thereon.
Article 16. To see if the town will vv)te to install and maintain
additional beacon lights, raise and appropriate money therefor, or
act anything thereon.
Article 17. To see if the town will vote to establish an
Engineering Department, raise and api>ropriate money therefor,
or act anything thereon.
Article 18. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $1000.00 for the purpose of having the houses on
the streets of Southbridge. Mass.. properly numbered, or act any-
thing thereon.
Article 19. To see if the town will vote to construct a cement
concrete sidewalk, five feet in wddth on the southerly side of Cohasse
Street, from the corner of Cohasse and Everett Streets, to the east-
erly line of land of Oscar L. Desaulniers, raise and appropriate
money therefor, or act anything thereon.
Article 20. To see if the town will vote to construct a cement
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coricrete sidewalk on both sides of Oakes Avenue, raise and appro-
priate money therefor, or act anything- thereon.
Article 21. To see if the town will vote to construct a cement
concrete sidewalk five feet in width on the southerly side of Henry
Street, from the corner of Worcester and Henry Streets westerly
past the dwelling of Henry Horse, raise and appropriate money
therefor, or act anything thereon.
Article 22. To see if the town will vote to install and maintain
four (4) street lights on Brick Yard Road: seven (7) street lights
on Morris Street; six (6) street lights on Pleasant Street and eleven
(11) street lights on Breakneck Road, raise and appropriate money
therefor, or act anything thereon.
Article 23. To see if the town will vote to construct a cement
concrete road on River Street, from the cement road on Crane
Street at the Freight station of the N. Y. N. H. and H. R. R r!o.,to
the cement road on Pleasant Street, raise and appropriate mone-o-
therefor, or act anything thereon.
Article 24. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of four hundred dollars, for the repair of the East
Road, so-called, extending from the Morse Neighborhood to the
Haskell Place, or act anything thereon.
Article 25. To see if the town will vote to pave the southerly
side of Main Street, from the wood block paving to the east side
line of Everett Street, raise and 'appropriate money iJierefor, or act
anything thereon.
Article 26. To see if the town will vote to pay the outstanding
bills of the Highway and School Accounts for 1923, raise and appro-
priate money therefor, or act anything thereon.
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Article '21. To see if the town will vote to accept the provisions
of Chapter 26, Acts of 192S, which provides that Towns may change
the name of the Board knoAm as "OVei-seers of the Poor'' to "Board
of Puhlic Welfare." or act anything thereon.
Article 28. To see if the town will vote to accept the report of
the Selectmen as to the laying out as a public way a certain way,
kno^^Ti as Taft Street, leading westerly from Marcy Street to Dressep
Street, raise and appropriate money therefor, or aot anything
thereon.
Article 29. To see if the town will vote to accept the report of
the Selectmen as to the laying out as a public way a certain way.
known as Wall Street, leading from Pleasant northerly to Proulx
Avenue, raise and appropriate money therefor, or act anything
thereon.
Aticle 30. To see if the town will vote to accept the report of
the Selectmen an to tlie alteration of C lift' Street, beginning at Fiske
Street easterly to the Bridge over the Southern Xew England Rail-
road Corp. layout, raise and approjn-iate money therefor, or act
thereon.
Article 31. To see if the town will vote to construct a cement
concrete road on Xorth Street, beginning at the present cement
road and extending westerly to Foster Street, thence on Foster
Street northerly to Central Street, across Central Street and on
Hook Street westerly to Hamilton Street, raise and appropriate
money therefor, or act anything thereon.
Article 32. To see if the town will vote to grade and seed the
plot of land kno%vn as "Riendeau Square" located at River and
Cross Streets, erect thereon a flag pole for the di.splay of our
national colors and to have the plot maintained and kept in suit^'ble
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condition, raise and ap^^ropriate money therefor, or act an\i:liinu
thereon.
Article 33. To see if the town will vote to r^iise and appro-
_priate a sum of money for furnishing the new Police Station, or act
anj^thing thereon.
Article 34. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro
priate a sum of money to pay a ''Game Warden," or act anything
thereon.
Article 35. To see if the town will vote to accept the provision
of Chapter 32 of the General Laws relative to the retirement of per-
manment police officers and permanent firemen or act thereon.
And you are directed to serve this Warrant by publishino- an
attested copy thereof twice in the Southbridge Press and South
-
bridge Herald, the first publication being not less than nine days
next preceding the day of the meeting',—or by posting up such at-
tested copies in four conspicuous places within the Town, at least
nine days, including Sundays.—before the day of holding the said
meeting. The polls will be open at 9 o'clock. A. M., and close at
4 o'clock P. M.
Hereof fail not, and make due return of this Warrant with your
doings thereon to the Town Clerk at the time and place hereinbefore
named.
Given under our hands this 18th day of February, A. D., 1924.
WILFRID J. LAMOUREUX,
FRANK A. SANCOUCY,
G. AVILLIAM LAUGHXANE,
Selectmen of Southbridge.
Report of An Audit of
THE ACCOUNTS OF THE TOWN
OF SOUTHBRIDGE
FOR THE VKAK ENDING DECEMBER 81, 1928
Made in Aeconlaiu'c with the Provisions of Section 85, Chapter 44.
General Laws
February 14, 1924
February 14, 1924.
To the Board of Selectmen,
^Ir. Wilfrid J. Lamoureux. Chairman.
Southbridge, Massaehnsetts.
Gentlemen
:
I submit herewith my report of an audit of the accounts of the
town of Southbrido:e for the year endino; December 31, 1923, made
in accordance witli the provisions of Section 35, Chapter 44, of the
General Laws. This report is in the form of a report made to me
by Mr. Edward H. Fenton. Chief Examiner of this Division, who was
placed in charge of the work.
Very truly yours.
TNW/JMC
THEODORE N. WADDELL,
Director of Accounts.
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Mr. Theodore X. Waddell,
Director of Accounts,
Department of Corporations and Taxation.
State House. Boston.
"Sir:
In accordance with your instructions, I have made an audit of
the accounts of the town of South'bridg'e for the year ending Decem-
ber 31, 1923. and submit the following report thereon.
The financial transactions of the town as recorded on the books
of the several departments receiving or disbursing money for the
town, or committing bills for collection, were examined, checked,
and compared with the rei:)orts and records in the town accountant's
office.
Th^e books and accounts in the accoujitant 's office were ex-
amined and checked, the records of receipts being compared with
the treasurer's books and with the. records in the several depart-
ments collecting money for the town.
The treasury warrants were checked to the appropriation ac-
counts and proved to the treasurer's payments.
Bills and pay-rolls were checked to the classification book and
the expenditures, as classified therein, were proved to the appro-
priation accounts as entered in the ledger. The appropriation ac-
counts were checked with the town clerk's records of appropriations
and transfers voted 'by the town.
The ledger accounts were analyzed, the footings and postings
Tvere verified, a trial balance was taken off, and a balance sheet,
which is appended to this report, was prepared showing the finan-
cial condition of the to\Mi December 31, 1923.
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The departmental aeconnta receivable wei-e eheckefl t<> the
records of the several departments and nutstandin-g- lists prepared
which were reported to the accountant and set up on his ledfjer
under the headin<]rs of the varions departments as bills receivable,
the total beins: balanced by a departmental revenue account. The
departments were instructed to report to the acconntant. re<i-u1arly,
the names and amounts of all bills sent out, the amounts collected
and abated, and to compare the uncollected accounts monthly with
the accountant's records. Complete information relative t'> the
finances of the town will then be available at all times to citi/cnw
interested in the welfare of the town.
The books and accounts in the treasurer's office were examined
and checked. The receipts as recorded on the ca.sh book were
<;hecked with the records in the several departments collecting money
for the to\\'n, with all other sources from which money was paid in-
to the treasury, and with the accountant's records. The payments
were compared with the warrants authorizinj? the treasurer to dis-
l)ui-se town funds and with the accountant's books.
The cash book was footed and the bank balance was reconciled
with the statement furnished by the bank.
Payments on account of debt and interest were proved with the
amounts falling due and with, the cancelled coupons and securities
on file.
The savings bank books and securities representing investments
of the sinking and trust funds in the custody of the treasurer were
examined and found to be as recorded.
The unapportioned sewer assessments committed to the treas-
urer for collection were verified. The collections were checked to
the treasurer's and the accountant's books and the apportionment^i
and outstanding accounts were proved.
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The bookvS and accounts in the collector's office were examined
and cheeked in detail. The commitments of taxes and assessments
were examined and compared with the warrants, the recorded re-
ceipts were checked with the commitment books and with the ac-
countant's records, the abatements were cheeked with the assessors'
records of abatements granted, and the outstanding accounts were
listed and proved to the accountant's books. A further verification
of these accounts was made by mailing notices to one hundred per-
sons whose names appeared on the books as owing money to the
town, and replies thereto indicate that the uncollected accounts as
listed are correct.
The collector's cash balance wag proved January 3, 1924, by
an actual count of cash on hand and a reconciliation of the bank
balance with the statement furnished by the bank.
Licenses issued hy the town clerk for hunting and fishing, dog,
and town purpose were examined and checked in detail. The re-
ceipts were checked to the payments to the State, county and town
treasurers and were verified.
Licenses granted and issued by the selectmen's department were
checked and payments to the treasurer were compared with the
treasurer's and the accountant's books.
The charges and receipts for rent of the town hall were checked
and verified.
The accounts of the sealer of weig^hts and measures were ex^
amined and checked. The records of charges for sealing and testing
scales, weights and measures were checked and payments to the
treasury were compared with the treasurer's and the accountant's
books. Receipts from licenses issued by the Board of Health, and
chariges and receipts for ambulance service, were checked and veri-
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fied by a coiuparisoii with the treasurer's and the aeeoiintant's
records.
The accounts of the hig^hway department were examined and
checked, the uncollected accounts being verified and reported to the
accountant.
Cliaroes of the poor department for reimbursement due from
tile stute. cities and towns and individuals for aid and assistance to
]>aupers were checked and verified. The collections were checked to
the payments to the treasurer, the disallowances were verified, and
the outstandintf accounts proved. The almshouse receipts were also
checked and verified.
Charges made by the school department for tuition, sales, etc.,
were examined and checked. Payments to the treasurer were com-
pai-ed with the treasurer's and the accountant's books and the out-
standing- accounts verified.
Tlie recei])ts of the library department from fines, etc., were
checked and verified , and payments to the treasurer were proved
to the treasnrer's and the accountant's books. The cash balance on
hand was counted and verified.
The books and records of the cemetery department were ex-
M mined and checked. Charges for sales, care of ^ots, and miscel-
ianeous purj)oses were proved. The collections were compared
with ])ayments to the treasurer and verified, and the outstanding
accounts were listed and proved.
The surety bonds of the treasurer, the collector, and the town
clerk for the faithful performance of their duties were examined
and found to be in proper form.
In addition to the accounts and departments mentioned, mis-
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cellaneous receipts from the state, county and all other sources wer;>
cheeked and verified.
Appended to this report are tables showing- reconciliations of
the treasurer's and the collector's cash, summaries of the tax, as-
sessment, and departmental accounts, together witli tables showing
iJie condition of the sinking and trust funds.
While engaged in making the audit I received the hearty co-
operation of all the town officials, and on behalf of my assistants
and myself I wish to express my appreciation for the courtesies re-
ceived and the assistance rendered.
Respectfully submitted,
EDWARD H. FENTON,
Chief Examiner.
EHF/JMC
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RE€Ox\CILIATIOX OF TREASURER'S CASH
Cash on hand January 1, 1923 $92679 51
Receipts January 1 to December 31, 1923 . . 748362 94
$841012 45
Payments January 1 to December 31, 1923 $828404 31
Cash on hand December 31, 1923 12638 14
$841042 45
Cash on hand January 1 1924 $12638 14
Receipts to January 4. 1924 7905 58
$20543 72
Payments to January 4. 1924 $6844 07
Cash on hand January 4, 1924 13699 65
$20543 72
Cash on hand January 4, 1924:
Southbridire National Bank, per statement $16457 10
Less outstanding checks per list 2757 45
$13699 65
RECOXCII.IATIOX OF COLLECTOR'S CASH
Cash on hand Jannai'v 1. 1923 $13 00
Receipts 1923
:
Taxes, previous years $40960 97
Taxes, current year 350494 12
Sewer assessments 739 99
Sidewalk assessments' 219 80
Interest on taxes 1946 31
Interest on assessments . . . Ill 76
Interest on deposits 21 38
Costs 19 50
$394513 83
Excess bank deposits 1923 90 72
$394617 55
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Payments to treasurer 1923 $387532 01
Cash on hand December 31. 1923 T085 54
$394617 5
Cash on hand January 1, 1924 . $7085 54
Overpayment to treasurer, taxes 1923 2 64
^ $7088 1
Payments to treasurer to January 3, 1924 $6955 08
Cash on hand January 3, 1924
:
Taxes 1921 $13 00
Costs 7 50
Interest on deposits 21 38
Excess bank deposits " 90 72
. $132 60
Cash on hand January 3, 1924
Tn People's National Bank, per statement .. $125 10
in collector's ol¥ice
TAXES—1919
Outstanding January 1, 1923 ^'^
Payments to treasurer $4 33
Abatement ^
$5 ;
TAXE&—1920
Outstanding January 1, 1923 $395 64
Overpayments • • 10 01
Duplicate abatement ^ ^
Payments to treasurer
Abatements . . . 383 89
L'nlocated differences, adjusted - 08
$410
$410
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INTEREST—TAXES 1920
Collections 1923 $4
Payments to treasurer $4 8G
TAXES—1921
Oiitst^iiulincr .Taiuiary 1, 1923 $8282 81
Interest credited to taxes 21 00
^)verpayment.s 25
Ahntenn'jits in excess of detailed list 29 50
$8338 5(i
$6216 57
1670 00
15 00
37 50
268 19
131 30
$8338 56
INTEREST—TAXES 1921
.Collections 1923 $796 85
Payments to treasurer 1923 $695 7)2
Interest 1921 credited to interest 1922 4 00
Interest 1921 credited to taxes 1921 21 00
Ca.sh on hand December 31, 1923 76 33
$796 85
TAXES—1922
Outstanding January' 1, 1923 . . .
Interest credited to taxes
' Taxes 1921 credited to taxes 1922
Overpayments
Refunds
Payments to treasurer
Al)atements
Tax titles
Taxes 1921 credited to taxes 1922
( hitstandinjr December 31, 1923, per list . . .
Cash till hand December 31, 1923
$45686 96
7 00
37 50
23
5 00
$45736 69
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Payments to treasurer $34300 19
Abatements 75 84
Tax titles 3 04
IJnlocated difference 4 56
Outstandincr December 31. 1923, per list. . . 11028 42
Cash on hand December 31, 1923 324 64
$45736 69
INTEREST—TAXES 1922
r(»llection 1923 $1015 52
Interest 1921 credited to interest 1922 4 00
$1019 52
•Payments to treasurer 1923 $992 51
Interest 1922 credited to taxes 1922 7 OO
Cash on hand December 31, 1923 20 01
$1019 52
TAXES'^1923
Commitments per warrant $399088 08
Overpayments 5 05
Abatement after payment 3 30
Abatements credited in error 10
Error in addition of commitment 10
Payments to treasurer 344147 31
Abatements 1779 79
Outstanding December 31. 1923 46822 72
Cash on hand December 31, 1923 6346 81
Cash on hand January 1, 1924 $6346 81
Outstanding January 1, 1924 46822 72
Payments to treasurer January 1 to 4, 1924 $6349 45
$399096 68
$399096 63'
$53169 531
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Outstanding January 4. 1}»L'4 per list 45490 79
Cash on hand January 4. 1924 1329 29
$53160 53
INTEREST—TAXES 1923
Collections 1923 $126 83
l^aynients to treasurer 1923 $59 98
Cash on hand Deceniher 31. 1923 66 Sry
I
$126 83
" SIDEWALK ASSESSMENTS—1922
OutstandinjjT .January 1. ll«23 $219 80
Payments to treasurer $"219 80
An^OHTlONEI) SKWKH ASSESSMENTS—1921
Outstanding- January 1. 1923 $30 17
Payments to treasurt-r $:30 IT
APPOKTIONEI) SKWKR ASSESSMENTS^-1922
Outstanding Janiuiry 1. 1923 $209 54
Payments to treasurer $209 54
coMMrrrED interest—sewer as-sessments 1922
Outstanding- January 1. 1923 $39 16
Payments to treasurer $39 16
APPORTION-E'D SEWE'R ASSESSMENTS—1923
Commitment $708 48
Payments to treasurer $500 28
Outsanding December 31, 1923, per list ... 208 20
$708 48
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COMMITTED IN^TEREST—SEWER ASSESSMENTS—1923
Commitment $108 46
PaymentvS to treasurer $72 60
Outstanding Deeem'ber 31, 1923, per list 35 80
$108 40
UNAPPORTIONED SEWER ASSESSMENTS
Outstanding January 1, 1923 $9302 95
Assessments 1923 678 86
Assessments not previously reported 96 72
Error in apportionments 69 65
$10148 18
Payments to treasurer $4393 86
Apportionments 1496 40
Abatements 198 77
Outstanding December 31, 1923 4059 15
$10148 18
SELECTMEN'S DEPARTMENT
Licenses granted and issued 1923
:
Automobile $15 00
Sunday 66 00
Theatre 20 00
Common Victuallers | 48 00
Fruit and Vegetables 207 00
Innliolders 15 00
Firemen's 9 00
Music 1 00
$381 OOi
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RENT OF TOWN HALL
Outstiindingr January 1, 1923 $105 00
Chargres 1923 627 00
$732 00
Payments to treasurer $587 00
Outstanding: December 31, 1923 145 00
$732 00
TOWN clp:rk's department
Cash on hand January 1, 1923 $17 00
Licenses issued 1923
State—Hunting: and Pishing: 1041 75
County—Dog: 1270 00
Town—Pool and Billiard $124 00
Bowling: 52 50
Junk 30 00
Auctioneer 4 00
210 50
Payments to State treasurer $943 05
Pa^Tnents to County treasurer 1154 60
Pa>Tnents to Town trea^surer 191 50
Fees retained 199 10
Cash on hand December 31, 1923 51 00
$2539 25
$2539 25
SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
Cash on hand Januarj- 1, 1923 $ 20
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Fees for sealing, testing, etc. 165 29
$165 49
Payments to treasnrer 163 25
Cash on hand December 31, 1923 2 24
$165 49
BOARD OF HEALTH
Licenses issued 1923:
Milk $35 50
Hairdressers 4 00
Slaughtering 2 00
Oleo 1 50
Alcohol 6 00
Bottling 1 00
Payments to treasurer
AMBULANCE
Cash on hand January 1, 1923 , . $15 00
Outstanding January 1, 1923 588 50
Charges 1923 745 50
$1349 00
Payments to treasurer 619 50
Outstanding December 31, 1923 729 50
$1349 00
HIGHWAY DEPARTIVIENT
Charges 1923 $129 00
Outstanding December 31, 1923 $129 00
VOOn DKPAKTMKNT
OutstaM(liii;j -iMiiUrtry 1, 192:J r^i.'^^oS 4')
Charjrcs 192:5 4020 5:^
Payments to treasurer .<>.')().) 47
Disallowajiees 214 7^1
Outstanding December 192:1 :)S:,s 7S
ji;7r)7^ 9>
SCHOO!. l)Kl\\in\Mi:XT
Chargres 192:?
:
Tuition s4:)(i7 HO
Sales of material 9:i s2
•14661 42
Payments to treasurer s: !.').).) 5.')
Outstanding December M. 192:J IK)') 87
*4661 42
^iJllOo 87
140 4.')
Payments to treasurer
Outstanding January 11, 1924
$1246 32
LIBRARY DEPARTMENT
Cash on hand January 1, 1923 $25 65
Outstanding January 1, 1924
Charges to January 11, 1924:
Tuition
$1246 32
$:i08 70
937 62
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Pines 1923 327 26
Payments to treasurer 318 31
Cash on hand December 31, 1923 34 60
Cash on hand January 1. 1924 $34 60
Fines to January 9, 1924 9 10
Payments to treasurer $29 63
Cash on hand January 9, 1924 14 07
CEMETTERY DEPARTMENT
Outstanding January 1, 1923:
Perpetual care $440 00
Lots and graves 320 00
Opening graves 12 00
Annual care 10 00
Foundations 18 00
$800 00
Charges
:
Perpetual care $1325 00
Lots and graves 535 00
Opening graves 179 00
Annual care 3 00
Foundations 35 60
$352 91
$352 91
$43 70
$43 70
Payments to treasurer
2077 60
$-2877 60
$2096 60
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Outstanding: December 31, 1923:
Perpetual care $390 00
Lots and graves ^5 00
Ojienin^ graves 21 00
Annual care 5 00
781 00
$2877 60
Outstanding January- 1, 1924 $781 00
Payments to treasurer to January 15. 1924 $86 00
Outstanding- January 15, 1924:
Peipetual care $350 00
Lots and graves 325 00
Opening: graves 15 00
Annual care 5 00
695 00
$781 00
SINKING]} FUND
S"a.ving:s Bank
Deposits Securities Total
On hand at beg:inning: of year . . . $23108 60 $16000 00 $39108 60
. . $24183 64 $16600 00 $40783 64
Receipts Paymients
Income $1672 19
Discount on securities
Purchase of securities $600 00
DepOvsited in savings
banks 1075 04
Accured interest ... 15
Total $1675 04 Total $1675 04
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MARY MYXOTT LIBRARY FUND
Saving's Bank
Deposits Total
On hand at beginning of vear . . . $1000 00 $1000 00
On hand at end of year $1000 00 $1000 00
Receipts Payments
Income $45 50 Transferred to library $45 50
Total $45 50 Total $45 50
ALEXIS BOYER, JR. SCHOOL FIJXD
Savings Bank
Deposits Total
On hand at beginning of $238 88 $238 88
On hand at end of vear $249 73 $249 73
Receipts Payments
Deposited in savings
$10 85 bank . $10 85
Total $10 85 Total $10 85
JESSIE J. ANGEIiL CHARITY FUXD
Savings Bank
Deposits Total
$1045 74 $1045 74
$1089 52 $1089 52
Receipts Payments
Income $43 78 Deposited in savings
bank $43 78
Total $43 78 Total $43 78
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( )ii hand at
of year
(^n hand
year . . .
Receipts
Securities matured . $;^KX) (X)
Withdrawn from sav-
|- in^s banlv 127.') (K)
I>i|>4Couut on securi-
ties purchased ... 9 Oi)
Income 1285 84
Deposits for perpetual
care 1375 00
Overpayment, perpet-
ual care 10<> 0<)
Sale of lots 4S5 00
Cash in town treasury
January 1, 102:J . . 25 00
Total
9:?
!;;
Payments
Securities ..purchased .^2000 00
l>e})osittHl in savings
hanks 4210 00
R e f u n d, perpetual
care 50 00
<W of lots 1294 84
.1J7554 84 Total $7554 84
CPLMKTHRY PKRPETUAL CARE FUNDS
Sfivinirs Bank
Casli I)»'posits Securities Total
l)e<rinnin^
$25 00 $225S0 $SO(X) 00 $3(Hi05
t end of
jf25515 9:5 $7000 00 .$:^2515
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